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THE COVER 


These four laymen from Kansas paid their own expenses to attend the confer 


Lay Representation 
in the Stewardship Conference 


The Stewardship Conference and 
Workshop in St. Louis, February 19 
to 22, brought together 143 men from 
Synod’s North American Districts to 
discuss the “Venture of Faith” in 1957. 

A representative group of the lay- 
men attending the conference are 
shown on the cover. Seated, |. to r.: 


ADOLPH K. ENGEL of Seattle, since 
his retirement as auditor for the Great 
Northern Railroad, devotes his time to 
the church. For 45 years he has been 
treasurer for the Northwest District. 


FRANK J. KoTHe, Shreveport, La., 
employed by a wholesale dental supply 
house, takes an active part in the LLL 
as well as in the Southern District’s 
stewardship programs. 


NORBERT LOEPER, in the real-estate 
and insurance business in Billings, plays 
the organ in his church and serves as 
a stewardship leader in the Montana 
District. 


Standing: 


FRED SCHURMANN of Long Island, 
N. Y., sold his paper-box factory a few 
years ago. He now donates his time 
and services to Synod’s Stewardship 
Department. “Half of the time Mr. 
Schurmann does not submit his ex- 
penses. Although he lives in the At- 
lantic District, he travels as far as 
Montana,” Rev. R. C. Muhly, Synod’s 
Associate Stewardship Counselor, re- 
ported. 


ERNEST VORWERK, a wholesale oil 
dealer in Napoleon, Ohio, is a veteran 
District Jay worker. 


JAMrFs Bobs of Atlanta, Ga., a Delta 
Airlines pilot, made up flying time so 


that he could attend the four-day 

ference in St. Louis. His work as 

requires that he fly 28 days a md 
Mr. Bode was in the Florida-Ged 
delegation. 


THEODORE H. HARTMAN of Applé 
Wis., a personnel executive of the 
Association for Lutherans, has 
affiliated with the District Board 
Stewardship and Missionary Educa 
for several years. “We try to pro 
stewardship methods in the 230 
gregations of the North Wisconsin 
trict. We would like to See a g 
representation of qualified laymer 
each of our circuit stewardship 
mittees,” Mr. Hartman said. 

These are only seven of the 43 
men who attended the confere 
There were 100 pastors. 

The Kansas District, which sent 
largest delegation, included four lay 
who paid their own expenses. T 
four, pictured on this page, are, 1. t¢ 
Dean Wells, Alan Isern and his fat 
Milton Isern, a banker, of Ellinw 
and Vernon L. Nuss of Great Ben 

How did the conference react? 
Hartman and Rey. O. A. Gerken 
poried: “Laymen are moving off 
bench and getting into the game.” 

“Stewardship methods and technic 
took on a deeper meaning with 
explanation of Bible truths. The 
liever’s use of time, talents, and 
sessions is a whole way of life 
with, and through Jesus.” 

Prof. A. E. Graf: “The primary 
in any fund-raising endeavor mus 
to raise the people, not the mo 

As the delegates left, Mr. Loeper § 
“Now to get home and really ge 
work.” He spoke for all the deleg 
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fherans in Brazil Help 
vise Portuguese Bible 


our men in the Brazil District of 
9d helped revise the Portuguese 
e, a monumental undertaking spon- 
d by the Brazilian Bible Society 
| the moral and financial support 
he American and British Bible So- 
es. 


ir. Paul W. Schelp of the Seminario 
cordia faculty in Porto Alegre, ex- 
ive secretary of the committee re- 
ig the Old Testament, worked a 
- on the Old Testament revision, 
>h was completed in September 
oe 


is colleague Prof. Werner Wade- 
was also a pose member of this 
mittee. 


nother colleague, Dr. K. A. Rupp, 
Dr. Walter Kunstmann, pastor of 
ist Lutheran Church in Navegantes, 
> committee members. 


t the final meeting of the scholars 
_ worked on the revision, the Bible 
ety of Brazil marked the occasion 
‘io de Janeiro with a celebration of 
ks, at which Dr. Schelp spoke. 
r. Schelp, working with Rey. An- 
0 de Campos Goncalves of the 
hodist Church, drafted the basic 
sion of the entire Old Testament. 
This is the Bible that our church in 
zil has always used and will now 
inue to use with a better con- 
nce,” Dr. Schelp said. 
/hen he had finished the basic draft 
2zekiel, the last book studied, “the 
rus of our theological students in 
(o Alegre appeared before my study 
sang in Portuguese ‘Now Thank 
All Our God,’ ” the professor said. 
Never before has any other body 
iin the Synodical Conference been 
nitted to have such an active part 
1 Bible revision,” Dr. Schelp com- 
ited. 
fter Rev. Goncalves, who was re- 
isible for a fluent, modern, and yet 
le Portuguese, had finished his 
'y of the same prophetic book, he 
te Dr: Schelp: “When the final pe- 
was added to the revision of our 
ved Bible of Almeida, I cried for 
Then I read six psalms of thanks- 
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giving as loud as I could, sang a dox- 
ology, and knelt down in prayer, ask- 
ing God to bless the Bible Society of 
Brazil, those who worked on the re- 
vision, and especially the thousands of 
Brazilians who are going to read the 
new form of our Almeida Bible.” 

A large segment of the Portuguese- 
speaking world could not read the Word 
of God in their own language as late 
as 200 years after the death of Luther, 
until Joao Ferreira d’Almeida, a mis- 
sionary of the Dutch Reformed Church, 
translated the Bible in Batavia, Java. 

“His Portuguese was fluent, his the- 
ology Christ-centered, and his faith in 
the Savior true and deep,” Dr. Schelp 
wrote. 

“Almeida did not dream that his 
Portuguese translation, of which he saw 
only the New Testament in type, would 
be printed not only in Java, but by 
Ziegenbalg and Pluetschau in Tranque- 
bar, in Amsterdam, Lisbon, London, 
New York, and Rio de Janeiro. Dur- 
ing the last 10 years 15,000,000 copies 
of the Portuguese Bible or portions of it 
were sold in Brazil, and the demand is 
still heavy.” 

“Almeida at 14 fled from his uncle, 
a Roman Catholic priest in Lisbon, to 
the East Indies, accepted Protestantism, 
and at 16 became a Dutch Reformed 
missionary in the East. 

“In the U.S. for’ a short furlough, 
I visited the American Bible Society in 
New York, where I was asked to read 
the proof sheets of the Four Gospels 
with our revised text in preparation of 
an edition of 2,000,000 copies,” Dr. 
Schelp reported. 


Committee. Fourth from left, Dr. 
eleventh, Dr. Werner Wadewitz. 
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K. A. Rupp; ninth, Dr. 


‘PEOPLE and. EVENTS 


Commission on Full-Time 
Lay Workers’ Institute Meets 


The planning commission for a full- 
time Bible Institute held its first meet- 
ing in St. Louis, February 22 and 23. 

The St. Paul Convention of Synod 
authorized the commission, which will 
now study the needs and practicability 
of a full-time school for the training 
of laymen in the service of the church, 
the manner and place in which the 
school is to be established, and its re- 
lationship to other training programs. 


The commission, appointed by Pres- 
ident J. W. Behnken in consultation 
with the boards of Missions, Education, 
Welfare, and Higher Education, has 
the following membership: Chairman, 
Dr. O.7E. Feucht; Secretary, Ferd E. 
Gast; Prof. L. Wunderlich; Prof. A. E. 
Graft: 'Profay D> Poellot Profs. Re .W: 
Griesse; Rev. W. H. Hillmer; Dr. O. H. 
Schmidt; .Prof. W. Gast; Dr. W. C. 
Rydburg; Rev. C. L. Kemp; Rev. J. P. 
Kretzmann; Paul Simon; W. W. Af- 
feldt; W. P. Ahlbrand; Dr. A. E. Witt- 
mer; Rey. A. Bostelmann; and A. H. 
Kramer. 


After a year of study the commission 
will present its recommendations to the 
College of Presidents. 


Persons wishing to make suggestions 
to the commission are invited to write 
Dr. O. E. Feucht, 210 N. Broadway, 
St. Louis 2, Mo. Six subcommittees 
will survey the church’s need of lay- 
workers, training program, entrance re- 
quirements, integration with existing 
leadership training, finance, and pilot 
studies. 


KLAGSBRUNN-MUNK 


Dr. Paul Schelp addressed the final meeting of the Portuguese Bible Revision 


Walter Kuntzmann; 


ELMER O. KONRAD} 


The Synodical Survey Commission 
held its second meeting in St. Louis, 
February 21 and 22. L. to r.: Rev. 
Herbert Berner; Rev. Carl Schuette; 
Rev. Carl Eberhardt; Dr. Paul. Koe- 
nig; John C. Baur; Walter Koch; Dr. 
Arnold H. Grumm, chairman; Prof. 
Walter Gast, guest lecturer on “Ad- 
ministrative Procedure”; Robert 
Schnabel; Rev. Alfred E. Behrend; 
Fred C. Rutz; and E. A. Heiden. 
Not shown: Prof. A. G. Huegli and 
Milton Carpenter. 


STUDIO 


Rev. Arnold W. Schneider is 
the newly elected President 
of Synod’s Brazil District 


PORTO ALEGRE 
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Lawrence Zernach, winner of 
Young American Medal for 
Bravery 


ROBERT L. BASTRESS 


At Concordia Senior College, Fort 
Wayne, the Library will have three 
well-lighted levels: ground floor, 
main floor; and mezzanine. This 
building, with the Faculty Office 
Building, Auditorium, and_ eight 
dormitories, is scheduled for com- 
pletion by April 1. The Administra- 
tion Building, finished in February, 
is now occupied. 
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cago TV Station to Show 
artin Luther” Film 


he Martin Luther movie will be 
yn by WBKB-TV, Chicago, on 
1 23, two days after Easter, the 
ciated Press reported. Station 
N-TV had canceled the TV show- 
»f the film shortly before its sched- 
showing on December 28 because 
that the station termed “emotional 
tion.” 


1e Action Committee for Freedom 
Xeligious Expression, representing 
eligious and secular organizations 
1e Chicago area, received petitions 
ing 150,000 signatures protesting 
cancellation of the film. The peti- 
; also asked the U.S. Government 
establish such principles and prac- 
for use of the media of mass 
munications as will guarantee free- 
from such censorship, whether 
‘t or otherwise.” 
icked by the petitions, the organ- 
on in February filed its formal 
jing with the Federal Communi- 
ns Commission, urging action 
ist WGN, Inc., for failure to meet 
bligation to operate WGN-TV in 
public interest and in accordance 
its public service obligations. 


1e Commonweal, a leading lay Ro- 
Catholic weekly, in its February 15 
editorially criticized the Catholics 
blocked the showing of the Luther 
over the Chicago station. ‘No 
er how good their intentions,” the 
monweal said, “they have damaged 
fabric of our democratic society; 

have damaged the Catholic 
rch; and they have damaged rela- 
hips between Catholic and Prot- 
it in this country.” 


1e Roman Catholic Legion of De- 
y stated that the Luther film ‘offers 
sympathetic and approving repre- 
ition of the life and times of 
tin Luther” but “contains theolog- 
and historical references and inter- 
itions which are unacceptable to 
Olics.” 


1e Commonweal characterized this 
n unobjectionable statement, but 
d: “Since the film was produced 
Lutheran group, it would be sur- 
ng if Martin Luther were not pre- 
>d sympathetically and approvingly. 
if Lutherans did not differ with 
Olics on theological grounds and 
rical interpretations, they would, 
iumably, be Catholics.” 

1e Action Committee for Freedom 
Religious Expression quoted the 
monweal editorial as agreeing with 
d0sition of the committee. 
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Rev. Victor C. Rickman, left, Synod’s 
Public Relations Officer in Chicago, 
helps sort the mail bringing 150,000 
signatures to petitions for showing the 
“Martin Luther’ film. 


The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Chicago said it had not protested or 
would not protest against the showing 
of the movie, but added it would “re- 
serve the right” to express an opinion 
on the film’s “historical accuracy and 
the manner in which it portrays the 
Catholic Church.” 


The Luther picture, shown commer- 
cially throughout the world, has enjoyed 
an estimated audience of 60,000,000 
persons. 

WISN-TV, Milwaukee, Wis., gave 
the world TV premiere showing of the 
film on March 8. 


Dr. George L. Ford, Executive Di- 
rector of the National Association of 
Evangelicals, wrote the station: “We 


want to assure you of our best wishes 
and our backing in this presentation.” 


LIST N 


PAUL FIENE, for 50 years president of 
St. John’s Church, Charter Oak, lowa, 
received a plaque from his pastor, 
Rev. Walter Schroeder, and the Board 
of Elders. Mr. Fiene was Sunday school 
superintendent for 20 years, Sioux City 
Lutheran Hospital board member for 
40 years, and treasurer of the old lowa 
District of Synod for 23 years. Since 
1920 he has been a bank president in 
Charter Oak. 


L. to r.: Robert Johannsen, Mr. Fiene, 
Vernon Clausen, Elmer Schultz, Alfred 
Schultz, Pastor Schroeder, and Herman 
Maack. 
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Indiana Youth Awarded 
Young American Medal 


Lawrence E. Zernach (see page 4), 
19, an active member of Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, Lawrenceville, Ind., 
was selected for the Young American 
Medal for Bravery and for Service for 
1955, his pastor, Rev. Eugene H. Storm, 
reported to the WITNEss. 


In May 1955 Larry saved the life 
of Gordon Teaney, Jr., then 14. Young 
Teaney had slipped from a path and 
rolled to the edge of a cliff, where he 
was dangling precariously. 

Young Zernach, hearing frantic cries 
for help, looked up and saw Teaney 
hanging by his hands to a rocky ledge 
with a 100-foot straight drop to the 
ground. 


Larry sent another individual for 
help, ran back up the trail to the top 
of the cliff, and descended ledge by 
ledge until he was within 20 feet of 
the victim, then in a state of hysteria. 


Zernach, eyewitnesses said, had to 
jump to reach Teaney and purposely 
leaped to the left, to prevent a dirt 
slide, which would have been disastrous. 


Working himself to within three feet 
of the lad, Zernach held out a short 
stick while talking to Teaney in an 
attempt to calm him. 


After Teaney grasped the stick, 
Larry pulled the victim up and grabbed 
him by the wrist. 


While others lowered an _ electric 
cord — the only thing available — Zer- 
nach attached the wire to Teaney, who 
was lifted to safety. 


Larry was one of two youths to win 
the medals for 1955, Attorney General 
Herbert Brownell, Jr., announced in 
February. 


The Young American Medals were 
established by Congress in 1950 to 
provide recognition for boys and girls 
who, prior to their 19th birthdays, 
perform outstanding acts of bravery or 
service during each calendar year. 

The committee of the Department of 
Justice which recommended the award 
is composed of FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover, Solicitor General J. Lee Ran- 
ken, and G. F. Mullen, departmental 
Director of Public Information. 

The Carnegie Hero Fund and the 
American Legion had previously hon- 
ored young Zernach. 

Now attending Purdue University, 
Larry is active in the Lutheran Chapel 
at West Lafayette, Ind. 

He is the son of Mrs. Edmund L. 
Zernach of Lawrenceburg. 
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First President of California 
Concordia College Dies 


Prof. Theodore C. Brohm, 77, who 
died January 5, 1957, was the first 
president of California Concordia Col- 
lege, Oakland, Calif. 


Head of the college from 1909 to 
1950, when he retired, “Director” 
Brohm, saw it grow from a_ small 
school housed in an East Oakland resi- 
dence to the California Concordia now 
enrolling more than 200. 


During his 41-year tenure he “left a 
lasting mark,” said President Ernest F. 
Scaer, who preached the funeral ser- 
mon. 


He cited Professor Brohm’s “single- 
ness of purpose, humility, and concern 
for the individual student.” 


A graduate of the Milwaukee Con- 
cordia and the St. Louis Seminary, Pas- 
tor Brohm’s first call was to Concordia 
Church, Detroit, where he also taught 
in the Christian day school. 


His survivors, in addition to a son 
and two daughters, are: a brother, Dr. 
Arthur Brohm, Sr., San Francisco; and 
two sisters: Mrs. Theodore Graebner, 
St. Louis; and Mrs. Paula Pfotenhauer, 
San Francisco. 


Lutheran Missionary Released 
From Red Chinese Prison 


Rev. Paul J. Mackensen, 32, United 
Lutheran missionary from Baltimore, 
was released early this month by his 
Chinese Communist captors after five 
years as prisoner in China. Interned 
since 1952 in Tsingtao, where he was 
stationed, he is one of 10 Americans 
who are still being held in Red Chinese 
jails. He had asked to leave Red China 
in 1950, but his request was refused. 
His arrest — presumably on faked 
germ-warfare charges — followed. Al- 
though a member of the American Lu- 
theran Church, he was called as a 
missionary by the ULC. 


Edgar Buenger Killed, 
Former BHE Member 


Edgar W. Buenger, 59, architect and 
former member of Synod’s Board for 
Higher Education, was killed in an 
automobile accident, March 10, only 
150 teet from his home in Rochester, 
Minn. é 

With his wife and daughter Eliza- 
beth, Mr. Buenger had attended serv- 
ices at Trinity Lutheran Church. The 
Buengers had dined out and were ap- 
proaching their home when the car of 
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a neighbor, a 71-year-old surgeon, hit 
the rear bumper of the Buenger auto 
and set it spinning on the ice. 

Thrown from his car, which ran over 
him, Mr. Buenger died almost instantly. 
His wife and daughter escaped serious 
injury. 

The surgeon whose car bumped the 
Buenger machine, had just taken some 
royal guests to the airport and was re- 
turning for a glove which had been 
left at his home. 

Mr. Buenger was resident architect 
in Rochester for Ellerbe & Co., a 
St. Paul firm, which for a generation 
had designed the buildings of the Mayo 
Clinic. 

Noted for combining architecture 
with other art forms, he was instru- 
mental in the commissioning of Mes- 
trovic to sculpture the reredos of Trinity 
Church, which Mr. Buenger designed. 

A busy architect, he nevertheless 
found time for selfless service on the 
Board for Higher Education, 1944 to 
1956. The past year he was the Board’s 
architectural consultant. 

His father, Dr. Theodore Buenger, 
was president of Concordia College, 
St. Paul. A brother, Dr. Theodore A. 
Buenger, a 1907 graduate of the Saint 
Louis Seminary, died at Evanston, IIL., 
February 10. 

Survivors also include: a daughter, 
Gretchen; a sister, Mrs. Paul Neils, 
Portland, Oreg.; and a brother, Albert, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Pastor’s Mother Rings 
1,000 Doorbells 


Mrs. Philip Polster of St. Louis re- 
cently visited her son, Rev. Arnim H. 
Polster, pastor of Christ Church in 
Meridian, Miss., where she made 1,000 
canvass calls in the six weeks preced- 
ing the dedication of the congregation’s 
new chapel. 

Hers was not a fast, doorbell-ringing, 
rushed survey. She accepted every in- 
vitation to “come in and talk.” Often, 
after only a short conversation, she 
discovered a prospect. ; 

As a pastor’s widow, she knows what 
to say. “It takes only a few visits,” she 
says, “to lose one’s initial fear and re- 
luctance and to want to go out again 
and again. It is a truly rewarding ac- 
tivity, especially when you can see the 
fruit of your labor as more souls come 
to know their Savior.” 

“The people of the South lived up to 
their reputation for hospitality,” she 
said in the claim that she has made a 
host of new friends among the towns- 
people of Meridian. 
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Briefly Told 


@® In a release about Dr. W. 
Arndt’s death, the Information Servi 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
England said: “All who knew him y 
have cause to miss his friendly warm’ 
and in particular those at the Dow 
ham Community Centre, Bromlk 
where he preached during the Sund 
evening services for the past fe 
months. A memorial service in reme: 
brance of this true believer in Chr 
will be held in all churches of t 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Er 
land on March 10.” 

Dr. Arndt’s daughters, who reside 
7126 Northmoor Dr., St. Louis 5, M 
have mentioned that friends wishing 
send memorials honoring their fatt 
may consider the proposed Lut 
House for the theological seminary 
England. These memorials may be sé 
to the Treasurer of Synod, 210 Not 
Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


@ Ellen Jeffryes, 15-year-old hi 
school sophomore and member 
Grace Church, Eugene, Oreg., won t 
state’s seventh annual Cherry Pie Bz 
ing Contest on January 19 in compe 
tion with 42 other finalists. “T 
neighbors have been supplying me 
ingredients, and I’ve been baking chet 
pies for all of them,” Ellen said wh 
she received the award of a cash pri 
and a trip. . 


@ A convicted murderess in the dd 
County, Ind., jail, Mrs. Opal Colli 
last October attended a service cé 


“ducted by Rev. William Adam 


Lowell, Ind., part-time institutional m 
sionary of the Lutheran Mission ASS 
ciation of the Calumet area, d@ 
requested him to be her spiritual co 
selor. He instructed her in the C 
tian truths and found her respo 
sincere. In November, after giving 
full statement of repentance and fe 
in Jesus Christ, she was baptized. 
execution, scheduled for February 
has been commuted to life impris 
ment. As a result of his work at 
county jail, Pastor Adam. has been 
vited to conduct services there 0 
a week. 


@ Rev. Walter Sylwester of St. Pa 
Church, Roseburg, Oreg., recently § 
Communion to five generations at 
time: Mrs. Louise Voigt; her dal 
ter, Mrs. Anna Vogt; her daugk 
Mrs. Dorothy Gorthy; her daug 
Mrs. Vera McGhehey; and her 
Donald McGhehey. The last three 
confirmed by the pastor. 


THE LUTHERAN WI 


:MBERS OF SYNOD want to work 
d the goal of meeting the most 
aching opportunities for the Gos- 
vat the church has known. Our 
e, eager to see the church ex- 
are willing to pay the cost, out 
sir gratitude for the Gospel. 

© spirit in the parish was mirrored 
- Stewardship Conference in Saint 
last month. The group met to 
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OmMmes 


a channel for the 1957 “Venture 
ith” to the individual members of 
yngregation. 

+h District was asked to send a 
ition of four men. Officials of the 
er League, LLL, and LWML also 
led. Three men from the new 
rdship Department of the Wiscon- 
ynod accepted Synod’s invitation 
- conference. 

he Stewardship program, now six 
old, helping the parish pastors 
ir. tasks? 

deep warmth spreads over you 
Synod’s Treasurer announces 
91,380 was received in 1956 for 
‘enture of Faith, an increase of 
9,719 over 1955. This represents 
ward step of 42% in one year,” 
nan commented. 


Survey Sampling 

> group evaluated a survey re- 
/made by the Stewardship Depart- 

Results of 273 replies to 500 
onnaires gave a fair sampling. 
> survey showed that about half 
e congregations have a steward- 
committee. Of these, 63% elect 
embers; 47% appoint the men. 
Y of the congregations conduct 
ery-member canvass. 
7, have an open-pledge system; 
a sealed pledge; and 31% no 
J 
% use the single-pocket offering 
»pes, 50% use the double-pocket, 
% use more than two pockets. 
Jo indicated that youngsters are 
offering envelopes. 
ween 25 and 30% of the congre- 
1al budget now goes for “debt re- 
ent or a building program.” The 
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A workshop at 
the Conference 


estimated total indebtedness of all the 
congregations in Synod stands at 
$81,000,000, with a total property val- 
uation of more than half a_ billion 
dollars. 


Suggested Improvements 


The conference also studied the sug- 
gestions in a second questionnaire on 
how the department can improve its 
service to the people. 

The group discussed the ideas in the 
synodical department and on the Dis- 
trict level and analyzed the best man- 
ner in conveying the ideas to the 418 
circuits, 5,600 congregations, and into 
half a million homes. 


“The Big Squeeze” 


The budget dollar of the average 
congregation is divided into three parts: 
52 cents for current operation, 30 cents 
for high building costs, and 18 cents 
for missions, student-training, and all 
other intersynodical charities and 
causes. 

In speaking of “the big squeeze,” the 
conference agreed that the 18 cents, 
“which is not enough, is being squeezed 
by the other two. Dollars are cheaper 
today, but it takes twice as many.” 


Every-Member Challenge 


“Challenge our good people! They 
have never failed us,” a layman from 
Atlanta said. 

How can the congregation challenge 
them? “Through an effective every- 
member challenge,” delegates urged. 

Go to each home, show the family 
how God is calling them to service, 
and ask them to make a commitment 
of their earnings to God. 

Only three out of ten congregations 
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The Kansas District had the 
largest delegation. 


Seated, l.-r.: Rev. A. Sabo, Wichita; 
Rev. A. C. Burroughs, Topeka, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary; Rev. R. H. Rae- 
deke, Alma; Alan Isern, Ellinwood; 
Vernon Nuss, Great Bend. Standing: 
Walter K. Hillmer, Topeka; Dean 
Wells, Ellinwood; Ben Jorns, Pres- 
ton; Walter Mueller, Wichita; and 
Ed. Holscher, Wichita. Not shown: 
Armin Hillmer, Mission; Minton 
Isern, Ellinwood; and Rev. R. Ro- 
senkoetter, Manhattan. 


It was old-home week for these four men at the 


conference. Born and reared in Friedensau, 
Nebr., they reminisced of boyhood days. 


L.-r.: Rev. Reuben J. Schmidt, Fort Dodge, Executive 
Secretary of Iowa District West; Rev. Oscar H. Rein- 
both, New Orleans, Executive Secretary of the South- 
ern District; Gerald Vortman, Carlton, member of 
Southern Nebraska District Stewardship Committee; 
and Rev. Alfred Ernst, Scottsbluff, member of North- 
ern Nebraska District Stewardship Committee. 


have such a program today. It works, 
and it has worked for years. In addi- 
tion to pledging money, many members 
also pledge their time and talent. 

“In 1954, among nine leading de- 
nominations of a million or more mem- 
bers, the Missouri Synod was in ninth 
place in per-capita expenditure for mis- 
sions,” Prof. William Danker told the 
conference. “The church grows, and 
yet it grows smaller, for the non- 
Christian population of the world is 
growing even faster than the church.” 

The youngest mission stations in 
Synod’s 13 subsidized Districts learn 
to contribute every month for world 
missions, reported Rev. William H. Hill- 
mer, Secretary of Home Missions. 

“Good giving habits,” he added, “are 


best learned when people — and when 
congregations — are young.” 
R. C. MUHLY 
i 


O, March 12, 1607, 350 years ago, 
a son was born in the home of the 
mayor of Grafenhaynichen, a town 
near Wittenberg. This son was destined 
to become one of the most beloved 
hymn writers of the Christian Church. 


The father, Christian Gerhardt, and 
his wife Dorothea, the daughter of a 
Lutheran pastor, named their child 
Paul. Twelve years later the father 
died; when Paul was 14, his mother 
died. 

Paul needed the determination, for- 
titude, and trust which he acquired in 
youth, for his life was filled with trials. 
Paul did not escape the terrors of the 
Thirty Years’ War. 

After he had completed his theolog- 
ical studies at Wittenberg, he tutored 
in Berlin. At 37 he wrote his first 
hymn. 

When he was 49, he married Anna 
Maria Berthold, in whose home he had 
been a tutor. Their first child died in 
infancy. 

From Sorrow ... 


In 1657 Gerhardt became an assist- 
ant pastor at St. Nicholas Church, 
Berlin. Here he opposed those who 
were determined to water down Lu- 
theran doctrine by mixing it with false 
Calvinistic -views. Gerhardt preached 
against such practices without becom- 
ing rancorous. 

While the people loved his sermons, 
his Calvinistic elector, Friedrich Wil- 
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helm, forbade him to denounce Re- 
formed doctrine. The elector even de- 
manded that Gerhardt sign a document 
in which he would promise to comply 
with the elector’s mandate. Gerhardt 
refused. He was then deposed from 
his office and forbidden to teach pri- 
vately Biblical truth and Lutheran doc- 
trine. 

Added to these trials was the sickness 
of his wife and the death of three 
children. 

His supporters petitioned the elector 
to reinstate their pastor. The elector 
agreed to do so only if Gerhardt would 
desist from preaching against Reformed 
theology. Gerhardt again declined. 


Citizens quietly supplied their pastor 
with the necessities of life. 

In 1668 his devoted wife died, and 
Gerhardt now lived alone with his six- 
year-old son. Within twelve months he 
was called as archdeacon to Libben, 
where he served until his death in 1676. 


Gerhardt gained recognition also out- 
side Germany, especially in England. 
It is estimated that 133 of his hymns 
are extant today — The Lutheran Hym- 
nal contains 21. While many more 


chorale texts were written by other 


Lutheran hymnographers, and though 
Gerhardt’s hymns lack the virility and 
power of Luther’s hymns, Gerhardt is 
the only author of chorale texts whose 
name may well stand beside the name 
of Luther. 

It never occurred to Gerhardt that 
his hymns would find their way into 
many Christian hymnals throughout the 
world. He was too modest and un- 
assuming to impose his hymns upon 
congregations. Not until two of the 
best composers of Christian hymn 
tunes, Johann Criiger and Johann Eb- 
eling, wrote excellent tunes for the 
hymns of Gerhardt, did the church be- 
gin to take serious note of Gerhardt’s 
texts. 


. . . to Joy and Comfort 
Gerhardt’s hymns do not reflect his 
afflictions. Rather, they overflow with 


cheer, comfort, and trust, for they are 
based on a Christ-centered faith. 


(152) 


Though simple, his hymns are nei 
shallow nor repetitious. That L 
influenced Gerhardt may be seen 
the simplicity in the hymns of 
men. We see Luther’s influence, for 
ample, in the beautiful Christmas hy 
“Beside Thy Manger Here I St 
(unfortunately not in The Luth 
Hymnal) and “O Jesus Christ, 
Manger Is My Paradise at Which 
Soul Reclineth.” The widely pop 
Christmas hymn “All My Heart 1 
Night Rejoices” is especially clear 
simple in the presentation of the fF 
pose of the Nativity of our Lord Je 
Christ. 


Since he wrote many hymns for 
own private use and comfort, they 
more personal and subjective than 
monumental hymns of Luther and 
contemporaries. However, unlike m 
subjective hymns, those of Gerhe 
never reveal bad taste or an un 
amount of personal “feeling.” 

Gerhardt’s hymns are not so exp: 
sive of his own experiences that t! 
cannot well be used by other Christie 
The joyousness of his hymns is 
a reflection of Jesus, the Joy of Mé 
Desiring. 

During Lent we sing some of C 
hardt’s best hymns — “A Lamb G 
Uncomplaining Forth,” “Upon 
Cross Extended,” and his translat 
from the Latin “O Sacred Head, N 
Wounded.” 

For a Lutheran, Easter seems har 
complete without Gerhardt’s exult 
“Awake, My Heart, with Gladne: 
Who does not know his lovely even 
hymn “Now Rest Beneath Nig 
Shadow” or the comforting “Com: 
Whatever Grieves Thee” and “If C 
Himself Be for Me’? 

The concluding stanzas of the ki 
named hymn, typical of Gerhar 
hymmnody, illustrate why Christians 
need of strength and courage love 
hymns: 


No angel and no gladness, 
No throne, no pomp, no show, 
No love, no hate, no sadness, 
No pain, no depth of woe, 
No scheme of man’s contrivan 
However small or great, 
Shall draw me from Thy guid 
Nor from Thee separate. 


My heart for joy is springing 
And can no more be sad, 
Tis full of mirth and singing, 
Sees naught but sunshine glad. 
The Sun that cheers my spirit 
Is Jesus Christ, my King; 

The heaven I shall inherit 

Makes me rejoice and sing. 


WALTER E. Busz 
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For All Times and Final 


s issue of February 13, 1956, Time 
zine published two letters in which 
rs expressed their reactions to an 
e on the martyrdom of five mis- 
ries-killed by the Auca Indians in 
dor. The first letter reads: 


These young men were fine people. 
wever, let’s look at the Indians’ side 
the story. The Aucas are well known 
be Stone Age people. They hate all 
ingers and don’t want anyone coming 
) their territory. Why go in? These 
ple have lived this way for hundreds 
years, and I am sure the Lord must 
interested in them just as they are. 
’s use all our efforts to improve our 
1 country and stay out of the jungles 
Ecuador. I am sure it will cause the 
>a Indians to give thanks to what- 
r God they believe in. 


e other letter reads: 


cannot help agreeing with the state- 

at you printed from Ed McCully’s 
ier (father of one of the slain mis- 
iaries): “God makes no mistakes. 
tory shows that the death of martyrs 
Ss not stifle Christianity but promotes 
advancement.” 


Divergent Views 


re, then, we have two divergent 
on Christianity. The sentiment in 
>cond letter expresses the Biblical 
of view; the sentiment in the first 
expresses the non-Christian point 
Ww. 

is the non-Christian point of view 
1 in the minds of many people, 
of some Christians, is becoming 
lar. 


not all religions, so the question 
t, speak of a founder, of his call- 
yf his vision, of his miracles, of his 
s to deity? Do they not speak of 
places, holy days, holy seasons, 
persons, holy acts, and mystical 
is? Do they not all look for salva- 
and redemption? Do not some 
speak of the deity as being merci- 
racious, and forgiving? 


stianity One Form of Religion? 


tt long ago people regarded Chris- 
y as no more than the noblest of 
ligions. The present mood is to 
Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, 
uism, and all other religions each 
their own way of expressing the 
ce of religion, the peculiar charac- 
f each being conditioned by the 
vhere it first appeared and by the 
e with whom it eventually be- 
identified. Christianity is, accord- 
a product of the West, Islam of 
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the Middle East, Hinduism of the Mid- 
dle East, and Buddhism of the Far 
East. Therefore each of the so-called 
major religions has meaning only for 
those people with whom it is histor- 
ically connected. 


There is, so it is stated, no one re- 
ligion which may claim superiority over 
others. Therefore Christianity should 
not attempt to Christianize the Near 
East and the Far East, and the Hindus 
and Mohammedans should not attempt 
to make converts in Christianized 
countries. 


Christianity the Final Religion 


Obviously this interpretation of 
Christianity concerns us. For if it were 
correct, our theological schools would 
have no right of existence, and our 
church would have no business send- 
ing missionaries to India, Japan, New 
Guinea, Formosa, Nigeria, the Philip- 
pines, and other foreign lands. 

It did this not in the sense that it 
regarded everything in other religions 
as lie and falsehood; on the contrary, 
its greatest exponents like Paul recog- 
nized in the pagan religions of his day 
God’s concern that people “should seek 
the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
Him and find Him” (Acts 17:28) and 
even borrowed from these pagan re- 
ligions words and phrases. 


But the interpretation is false. Chris- 
tianity has never granted that it is 
merely one form of religion. Christian- 
ity has always regarded itself to be dis- 
tinctive, unique, exclusive, and the only 
member of its class. 


Christianity has always insisted that 
in all other religions there is at best 
a mere groping after God and the will 
of God, and that God made His true 
self and His way of salvation known 
only in the words of Holy Scripture. 


God’s Revelation in Christ 


We are told in Heb. 1:1, 2: “God, 
who at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners spake in time past unto the fathers 
by the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by His Son.” 


In the fullness of time God spoke to 
men directly, for He spoke through His 
Son. That Son of God spoke with com- 
pleteness and finality and with such 
decisive clarity that His revelation, 
when accompanied by the enlightening 
power of His own Spirit, can be known 
and understood by all people through- 
out the world. 
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By that revelation in His Son, God 
for all times declared all religions of 
man, though they contain elements of 
God’s truth, as inadequate, incomplete, 
and basically false. 


God spoke by His Son. That revela- 
tion by the Son was then committed 
to writing in the books of our New 
Testament Scriptures. There we now 
have for all times the final revelation 
of God. 


Christians are grateful to students of 
comparative religion for whatever 
knowledge they may make available 
about the various religions of the world. 
But Christians also know that people 
like the Aucas will not be saved by be- 
lief in their god, nor the followers of 
Mohammed by their belief in Allah, 
nor the devotees of other religions by 
their belief in whatever god they pro- 
fess. If they are to be saved for eternal 
life, they must be told about God’s 
complete and final revelation of Him- 
self and of His Son Jesus Christ as we 
now have it in Holy Scripture. 


There lies the justification for the 
existence of our theological schools. 
There lies the justification of the church 
to send Christian missionaries into all 
the world to proclaim that God has 
spoken once and for all times with suf- 
ficient fullness and with finality so that 
man can know who God is, what He 
has done for man, and how man may 
be saved. 

May God fill our hearts with a deep 
concern to bring the saving knowledge 
of the truth in Christ Jesus to all 
corners of the earth. 


PauL M. BRETSCHER 


Witness Comments 
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At “Half-Past” Lent 


The last week in March, says the calendar. Half 
of Lent already gone! What did the pastor write 
in his Lenten letter about Lent “doing something 
for us”? What is it doing for me? 

Lent brings to bear upon human hearts the 
most powerful and compelling force in heaven 
and earth: “Savior, Thy dying love Thou gavest 
me.” What a pity if this force should be lost 
upon my life! 

Wasn't this the season I promised myself that 
I would be in church and Bible class every Sun- 
day and that I would not miss a single one of 
the Lenten evening services? Didn’t I resolve to 
spend a few minutes each day in meditation and 
prayer? Wasn’t I determined to speak to certain 
neighbors and friends about their need for the 
saving love of Christ? This Lent, I vowed, I will 
really deny myself and follow Him. “In love my 
soul would bow, my heart fulfill its vow.” 

Have I gotten those high resolves off the 
ground? Is Lent this year turning out to be just 
another Lent for me? It’s not too late! “My 
heart fulfill its vow, Some offering bring Thee 
now.” Yes, now! God helping me, I will still 
make this Lenten season count for Christ, for my 
Christ-dedicated life, for my Christ-redeemed fel- 
low men. 

The dying love of Christ will penetrate deeply 
into my soul as I bow in love before His cross 
in the remaining Lenten services. I will be a 
“committee of one” to have or to revive family 
worship today. Together we will visit our un- 
converted neighbors to share with them the joy 
of our salvation. Starting today, we will set aside 
sacrificial Lenten offerings for the cause dearest 
to the Savior’s heart, the cause of missions. 

I thank Thee, Lord, that Lent is only half gone. 
My heart will fulfill its vow to make it something 
for Thee. 


“And Jesus Said” 


A good summary of the doctrine of the Real 
Presence, commented one of the Associate Editors 
at the March meeting of the WITNEss staff, 
is the succinct stanza by the English divine John 
Donne: 

It was the Word that spake it; 
He took the bread and brake it; 
And what His word doth make it, 
That I believe and take it. 


The other members of the staff readily agreed 
that these lines are a concise statement of the 
doctrine of the real presence of Christ in the 
Sacrament of the Altar. The group spoke of 
featuring the lines in a Lenten number. 

After the meeting it was discovered, with some 
embarrassment, that Dr. William F. Arndt had 
quoted the same lines of verse in the August 30, 
1955, WITNESS in the column “And Jesus Said.” 
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He had an eye for illustrations and apt gc 
to light up the meaning of the Word. 

Elsewhere in this issue the WITNESS p 
tribute to this man of God, who taught } 
Testament Exegesis (interpretation) to more t 
half of all the ministers in our Synod. 

Dr. Arndt’s meditations on Christ’s sayings 
flected his learning and his charm throughout 
91 installments of “And Jesus Said” written 
the WITNEss. Some readers have suggested 1 
these columns could well be bound and publis 
to the joy and edification of Christ’s people. 

The Lord of the church granted Dr. Ar 
a long and useful life, productive to the very e 
And then Jesus said to His devoted serv: 
“Come home quickly.” He knew with cla 
and happy conviction all that remained for 
lievers to possess in the heavenly homeland. 
longed for it. In his column for June 21, 19 
he stated: 


“The second half of the Lord’s word is . 
sweet: the righteous shall go ‘into life eterr 
For them the future means rest, peace, jo) 
the presence of the Redeemer, in whom t 
have believed, in whose blood they have was 
their robes and made them white, and wh 
they now see. And it will not be a fleet 
transient state, but an eternal one. Deai 
Jesus, bring us there through the Holy Spir 


How Big Is Your God? 


Recently I sought to bring joy and hope i 
the life of a woman whose physician was c 
fident that the surgeons operating on her had 
moved the entire malignant growth. The ph 
cian had shown great optimism, but the pat 
was distraught and worried. In dealing with | 
I discovered that, although she faithfully atten 
divine services and partook of Holy Communi 
she had a very low estimate of the Lord’s abi 
to help in her affliction. 

As I left her room, I wondered how many 
us actually worship a very little God. Not 
God is little, but that our opinion of Him is li 
The truth is that we have a God who is abl 
help in every circumstance. He has all po 
His love has no limits; He can change what s 
to us the greatest evil into a wonderful bles 


How big is our God? Do we recognize tha 
is able to keep all His promises and big en 
to guide our lives in the way of peace and 
even when the obstacles are great and the 
lems even greater? Often we learn the grea 
of God’s love and power to help us in the 
of great suffering and trial. Isaiah 40 poin 
that Power: “He giveth power to the faint; 
to them that have no might He increaseth stret 

. But they that wait upon the Lord shall r 
their strength; they shall mount up with 
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary 
they shall walk, and not faint.” 


THE LUTHERAN 


woose Leaves 


300d Witnesses Go to Church 


I’m sure that some Christians do not realize 
how contradictory it is for them to say, “Christ 
means everything to me, and I love Him above 
all things,” and then not to be found in His house 
to worship Him on Sunday morning. All too 
many Christians need to pray this prayer: 

“Almighty God, as I lie here on this sofa this 
lovely Sunday morning, surrounded by the Sun- 
day paper and half listening to one of the radio 
preachers, it has come to me that I have lied to 
Thee and to myself. I said that I did not feel 
well enough to go to church. This was not true. 
I was not ambitious enough. I would have gone 
to the office had it been Monday morning. 
I would have played golf had it been Wednesday 
afternoon. I would have attended my luncheon 
club had it met at noon. I would have been able 
to go to a picture show if it had been Friday 
night. But it is Sunday morning, and Sunday 
illness covers a multitude of sins. God, have 
mercy on me! I have lied to Thee and myself! 
I was not ill—I was lazy and indifferent.’ — 
“Around God’s Vineyard,” Zion, Oklahoma City, 
in Oklahoma District Edition. 


segging and Choosing 


It is our privilege to pray boldly. It is often 
said, “Beggars must not be choosers.” But here 
is a place where beggars may be choosers. And 
beggars we are when we come before the throne 
of grace — otherwise “grace is no more grace.” 
Nevertheless, because grace is grace, the beggar- 
petitioner may come, find acceptance, ask, and 
ask boldy. Sir Walter Raleigh once made a re- 
quest of the Queen, and she petulantly answered, 
“Raleigh, when will you leave off begging?” Sir 
Walter replied, “When your Majesty leaves off 
giving.” And his request was granted. But the 
God of all grace never grows weary of our asking 
and never rebukes us for coming. a HENRY W. 
Frost in the Church Herald. 


unday Morning Parable 
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Two men went into the house of God to wor- 
ship. And it happened that the sacred vessels 
were in the chancel for the celebration of Holy 
Communion. 

The one man reasoned thus with himself: 
“T shall not participate in Holy Communion to- 
day. I can see no reason for attending each time 
it is celebrated. I attend every other month and 
cannot see that I am worse than those who attend 
each Communion. Next time is my turn to 
attend.” 

And he did not receive the sacramental blessing. 

The other man thought thus within himself: 
“¥ need the holy Sacrament today. I find so many 
weaknesses within my heart. I have sinned against 
God and am not worthy, to be called His child. 
But I am thankful for this blessed privilege of 
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receiving the true body and blood of my Savior, 
who died for my sins. I cannot receive this grace 
of forgiveness to strengthen my faith too often. 
I remember the words of Jesus, ‘As oft as ye 
drink it.’ The early Christians felt the need to 
celebrate every week. I cannot pass by this 
loving offer of God to help me walk in His way 
of love. This may be my last opportunity to 
partake of this Holy Supper before earthly life 
is ended.” And he knelt at the altar and arose 
strengthened in faith and love. 

Yet both remained for the distribution — the 
man who received the Sacrament and the man 
who did not. And, behold, after many weeks. 
not only one, but both men were drawn to fre- 
quent use of Holy Communion by the invitation 
of Jesus: “Come unto Me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” — 
Northern Illinois Messenger. 


“Only One Life” 


This morning my powder can was empty. Men 
use talcum powder, you know, when they shave; 
and shaving seems to be a time for philosophical 
reflections. 

So I was set a-thinking this morning during 
that thought-provoking chore as I reached for 
the powder can and found it empty. I tried to 
think back, but could not remember when the 
full can was placed on the shelf. There it stood 
for a long time, and for days and weeks and 
months I had reached for it each morning to 
pour a bit of its scented contents into the palm 
of my hand to make shaving a bit more easy and 
pleasant. But this morning it was empty! I could 
shake it, squeeze it, pound it— it was empty! 

I know a talcum powder can isn’t a very poetic 
thing. Nor is it a deftly suited device for measur- 
ing time. We used to speak rather of the hour 
glass, and it has made its way into philosophical 
prose and verse. But we don’t use that gadget 
any more except, perhaps, in some households 
to boil eggs; and then we stand there and watch 
it and “see” time pass by. 

But (and here’s the thought) there comes 
a time when the sands are down, when the clock 
strikes the final hour, when our “number is up,” 
when “‘finis” is written at the end of the closing 
chapter. How rarely we think of that — really 
think of it! We go merrily on our way, day by 
day, as though that routine could go on forever. 
Do we think of God, of Christ, of the soul? Do 
we take time to love, to laugh, to be happy? Do 
we pause to. worship, to repent, to rejoice in 
God’s goodness? Do we “deal justly and love 
mercy and walk humbly with our God?” 

“So,” says the saint of old, “teach us to num- 
ber our days that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom.” 

Only one life, “twill soon be past; 
Only what's done for Christ will last. 
ALFRED FAULSTICK, Oakmont, Pa. 
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Who will help this disturbed and unhappy 
child, whom the mother cannot control? 


Who will provide loving attention and 
care for lonely and ill aged people? 


a 


Who will break the Bread of Life to the 
thousands of hospitalized and imprisoned? 


fPte, 


Who will establish hospitals, sanatoria, rest 
homes, and clinics for the sick? 


Who will help mentally retarded, 


epileptic, deaf, blind, crippled 
children? 


DRAWINGS BY MARGERY WIND BAERWA! 


Who will stand by quarreling parents and un- Who will provide new homes and new hope to tho 
loved children in disintegrating homes? sands of refugees from war-torn lands? 


After World War II the ruins of a church yielded 
statue of Christ. Only His hands were missing. 
Throughout the world, people are in trouble. 
ed the touch of Christ’s merciful hands — hands which 
Iped many in the days of His flesh — they need heal- 
y and saving for time and for eternity. 


Today, as of old, our Lord extends His hands of 


arcy. 


oday our Lord helps people in trou- 
using the hands of His merciful 
ywers. 
hey have pity on the poor. They 
ter distressed children and place 
1 in Christian homes. They help 
lame to walk and the blind to see. 
y stand by families in trouble and 
fide tender care for the sick and 
g. They feed the hungry, clothe 
destitute, and provide them with 
homes — and they do it in the 
e of Jesus. 
hrist’s people are not unmindful of 
spiritual needs of men. Together 
| bread for the body they provide 
_with the Bread of Life. 
hey do this through personal serv- 
and by establishing and supporting 
istries of mercy — social-service 
icies and institutional chaplaincies 
o render the best possible service 
ugh trained professional workers. 
Oday our church maintains: 19 


They 


child-care and 2 family-service agen- 
cies; 14 homes and services for the 
aged and 4 serving both children and 
the aged; 26 hospitals, 3 convalescent 
homes, and 4 institutions serving the 
handicapped. 

Eighty-five full-time institutional 
chaplains and about 400 part-time 
chaplains visit many thousands in hos- 
pitals, homes, and prisons. 

Through Lutheran Refugee Service 
our church has helped to find new 
homes in our country for more than 
15,000 refugees from war-devastated 
countries. 

Our agencies of mercy are strength- 
ened by the devoted support of many 
women’s auxiliaries, through which 
tens of thousands of Christian women 
express their love for the Savior. 

As our church grows in numbers, it 
will grow in service to our Lord and 
to people. There are ever new oppor- 
tunities. New social-service agencies 


Will you give 
Christ your hands? 


and additional chaplaincies are planned. 
There are still large areas in our coun- 
try in which our church must bear 
testimony to the mercy of God through 
works of love. 

The Department of Social Welfare 
of our church was established to aid in 
the planning and establishment of new 
services and to help existing agencies 
improve and expand their work. It is 
also responsible for the resettlement of 
refugees; and it serves our church, our 
pastors, and our people in many other 
ways. It maintains an office in the Lu- 
theran Building, 210 North Broadway, 
St. Louis, Mo., and is staffed by Dr. 
H. F. Wind, executive secretary, and 
Miss Ruth Brauer, social-work con- 
sultant. 


“As we have, therefore, opportunity, 
let us do good unto all men, especially 
unto them who are of the household 
of faith.” 


,000,000 
-~Church 


Membership 


14 


Nigerian Church 


Enters Another 


Province 


KarRL KuURTH 


Executive Secretary 


Lutheran High School Missionary Board 


Students in Nigeria 


For two decades the Lutheran Synodical Conference has been 
active in Nigeria, West Africa. While the number of souls — 
more than 30,000 — gained during this period for the Kingdom 
of Grace may be considered a miraculous accomplishment, 
nevertheless it was God alone who brought about the conversion 
of the heathen and the accession of souls to the number of 
believers whose names are written in the Book of Life. These 
souls now constitute the Lutheran Church in Nigeria, and the 
Lord is “adding to the church daily such as should be saved.” 


At present 19 American and 17 African pastors are proclaim- 
ing God’s Word in its truth and purity to young and old. Five 
American and four African teachers are in charge of our high 
school and normal school. More than 400 African teachers in 
our 100 Christian day schools are instructing 13,000 children in 
the “one thing needful” for time and eternity. 

Five American medical missionaries minister to the physical 
and spiritual needs of patients in our Lutheran Hospital at Eket. 
One American lay worker is our business administrator. Another 
American lay worker will leave this month to augment our present 
office staff at the base compound. 


After many years of preparation, the Lutheran Church of Ni- 
geria has expanded to Ogoja Province. This 7,624-square mile 
area has a population of 800,000 people. Thirty-two languages 
are spoken in Ogoja. Only 2% of the children of school age 
attend school. 

The only other Protestant work in the province is a small 
Scottish mission station with an African in charge. The people 
of Ogoja desperately need the Gospel. An American missionary, 
assisted by an ordained African pastor, supervises the new 
mission field. 


To enlist additional African workers for Nigeria, the Synodical 
Conference at its convention in December authorized the Mis- 
sionary Board to establish a Bible Institute where young men 
may train for two years to become teachers of religion or lay 
evangelists. These teachers will then be placed in the various 
circuits of the field and will be assigned specific duties which 
will help lighten the pastors’ work and make possible the expan- 
sion of our mission into new areas. 

The operating cost for our African mission during 1957 is 
$225,000. May God grant us a willingness and readiness to do 
that which is pleasing to Him and which will enhance the spiritual 
welfare of blood-bought souls! 
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Hospital in Nigeria Admitte 
2,138 Patients Last Year 


The 90-bed Lutheran Hospital 
Eket, Nigeria, has been filled to c 
pacity since the building was dedicate 
m1953¢ 

The medical work in Nigeria is e3 
panding. Through generous grani 
from the Wheat Ridge Foundatior 
the Nigerian hospital has establishe 
TB wards and acquired complete X-ra 
equipment. 

A second American doctor will joi 
the hospital staff in July, and anothe 
American nurse will be appointed soo 
to help train African young women fe 
hospital service. 

Dr. Eric P. Lofgren is the medicé 
officer in charge of the hospital. Mr 
Lofgren is the medical secretary. 


Dr. and Mrs. Eric P. Lofgren 


In the outpatient clinic last yea 
14,220 patients were treated and care 
for, and of these, 6,389 were seen fo 
the first time, Dr. Lofgren reported. 

“We hold a brief devotional servic 
at the beginning of each clinic to mak 
sure that no one comes to this hospite 
and leaves it without hearing the Gospé 
message. At times the audience mai 
be as large as 300,” he said. 

Last year the hospital admitted 2,13 
patients. Half of this number wer 
surgical admissions and the other ha 
medical. During the last six months ¢ 
1956, 807 operations were performed 

The hospital has sponsored one stu 
dent in -the college of medicine © 
Ibadan University in West Africa, “a 
we look forward to his joining our sta 
when his training has been completed, 
Dr. Lofgren reported. The Luthera 
Medical Mission Association in tl 
United States provided the funds f 
the sponsorship of the medical studen 

“The year 1956 has been a good of 
at the hospital,” the doctor wrote, “ai 
we give thanks to our heavenly Fath 
for all His blessings and goodness. F 
has preserved our health and streng 
throughout the twelve months, and ° 
pray that our work at the hospital I 
truly been an arm of the Lutheran m 
sion in extending the Gospel.” 


THE LUTHERAN WIT) 


‘esidential Visit 
o Argentina 


GREATER BUENOS AIRES, claiming 
)00,000, is the third-largest city in 
> Americas. When Rey. Harold A. Ott 
d I arrived at the airport, the breth- 
1 took us to Villa Ballester, a grow- 
y suburb, where our church’s sem- 
iry is located. The main building, 
> professors’ residences, and a youth 
ilding grace the campus. 

After meeting the faculty, the Sem- 
iry Board of Control, and the District 
ssion Board, we started for Almada 
the province of Entre Rios (“between 
> rivers”), about 250 miles north of 
enos Aires, for the convention of the 
gentine District. 


THE SMALL RURAL CONGREGATION 
Almada had invited the convention. 
though the Argentine District is one 
our smaller Districts numerically, 
» Almada folks had their hands full, 
t they managed exceptionally well. 
e delegates ate their meals under a 
it on the church grounds. 

The morning, afternoon, and evening 
vices on Sunday were crowded be- 
nd capacity. 

Spanish was the principal language 
sd at the convention. Prof. E. J. 
ller’s essay, “The Structure of the 
urch,” was delivered and discussed 
Spanish. 


PRESIDENT S. H. BECKMANN had or- 
nized the program well. Because the 
esident had also been the District’s 
retary of Missions, the convention 
cted Rev. Luis Martin of Crespo, 
tre Rios, as President. Pastor Beck- 
inn will continue to serve as Secre- 
y of Missions. 

Siestas were long. Afternoon sessions 
van at 3:30 P.M. but continued 
fiber: ave: 

As in our North American Districts, 
re Was a special pastoral conference 
d a meeting of the laymen. 

Because of the regular business ses- 
n on Saturday, the convention could 
journ Monday evening. 


BECAUSE OF OTHER APPOINTMENTS, 
stor Ott remained in South America 
- several weeks. I left Buenos Aires 
- Santiago, Chile, and then flew to 
nama, where I visited briefly with 
smbers of our Synod, saw the church 
yperty, and took a helicopter ride 
yng the Panama Canal. 

After a very enjoyable visit, I arrived 
e in.the United States. God had 
aciously protected me and granted 
> health and strength. I thank Him 
Bit. JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
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ls Your Home 
A Bulwark 
Of the Nation? 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


On the slopes of the Mount of Olives lies the beautiful 
Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus and His disciples spent many 
a night under its gnarled olive trees. The most impressive history 
in connection with that Garden focuses on the memorable Maundy 
Thursday night when Jesus knelt in Gethsemane and prayed as 
no other person has ever prayed. There, uttering the heart- 
rending plea that the bitter cup might be removed, He added: 
“OQ My Father, if this cup may not pass from Me except 
I drink it, Thy will be done.” 


Jesus was a man of prayer. He often withdrew from the 
multitude to petition His heavenly Father. At times He spent 
the entire night in prayer. 


Jesus wants you and me to pray. Repeatedly He commanded 
this. He taught us how to pray. He gave us the model prayer, 
the Lord’s Prayer. Do we pray as we ought to pray? In how 
many dwellings in our Synod can family worship be found? 
Family devotions were characteristic of homes in the early history 
of our nation. Parents and children gathered for Bible reading 
and for prayer. At that time men said, “The home is the bulwark 
of the nation.” 


Can this be said of your home? Do you maintain a family 
altar? If not, why not? The Lenten season again emphasizes 
that Christ reconciled you to God. You have nothing to fear. 
Your sins are forgiven. The Savior established for you the 
Father-child relationship. Luther said: “That we may with all 
boldness and confidence ask Him as dear children ask their 
dear father.” 


What about your private prayer? Do you live in intimate 
communion with God? Do you speak to Him about your soul’s 
well-being? about problems which confront you? about your 
loved ones and friends? about the welfare of your congregation 
and your church at large? Do you pray for the church’s mis- 
sionaries at home and abroad? Do you have a prayer list? Do you 
ask God to strengthen your faith and to enable you to serve 
Him more earnestly and more effectively? 


Jesus says: “Ask, and it shall be given you.” God tells us: 
“The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 


If we have not been diligent and fervent in prayer, may the 
Lenten messages, the suffering Savior’s plea, the encouragement 
of our closer relationship to God, and His wonderful promises 
move us to be people who are constant in prayer. 
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THE 


Psalter 


Psalm 130:3, 4: “Jf Thou, Lord, should- 
est mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall 
stand? But there is forgiveness with Thee, 
that Thou mayest be feared. 


Who Shall Stand? 


The great mirror which scientists 
have constructed for the observatory on 
Mount Wilson had to be completely 
flawless. Scientific accuracy demands 
complete perfection. 

God, who has created us all, demands 
complete spiritual perfection of His 
creatures. His command is clear: “Be 
ye . . . perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect.” The holy 
God will admit nothing imperfect into 
His presence. 

What, then, is to become of us? Only 
the proudest and most arrogant of men 
will boast that they are perfect, that 
their life has not been marred by even 
the slightest moral flaw. St. John has 
a word for people like that: “If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us.” 

With the psalmist we must confess: 
“If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniqui- 
ties, O Lord, who shall stand?” The 
answer is Obvious: No one. Sin has left 
its indelible stain on the souls of us all. 
Our hands are not clean, our souls are 
not pure, our record is not clear. Such 
a condition seems to leave no alterna- 
tive but despair. 

But the Christian need not despair, 
after all. That is the unique, sublime 
fact of Christianity —a fact summed 
up in the one word “forgiveness.” The 
psalmist states it clearly: “But there is 
forgiveness with Thee.” 

This forgiveness does not mean that 
God winks at our sin. He does not tol- 
erate our wrongs; He does not simply 
“write them off.” If we would know 
how God feels toward our sin, we need 
only look to the cross. There He has 
marked our iniquities. He has marked 
them by nailing them to the tree. 

Because Christ once hung upon the 
cross, we can now stand before the 
throne of God. Absolved, purified, for- 
given, we appear before Him garbed in 
the spotless robe of Christ’s righteous- 
ness, made our own through faith. 

That is the power of the cross. That 
is the meaning of Lent. 


THOMAS COATES 


HOLY COMMUNION 


The capstone of the Lutheran Service 
is Holy Communion. The early Chris- 
tians referred to it as the Breaking of 
Bread. The second-century church be- 
gan to call it the Eucharist (thanksgiv- 
ing). The name lasted into medieval 
times, when the word Mass super- 
seded it. Mass means dismissal, from 
the words “Depart in peace.” 


Luther did not discard this name. He 
said he was opposing not the name but 
the errors of the Mass. Gradually Lu- 
therans began to call it the Lord’s Sup- 
per or the Lord’s Table. The doctrinal 
name for it is the Sacrament of the 
Altar. Today we call it Communion or, 
more formally, Holy Communion. 


The heart of the Communion Service 
consists of the Lord’s Prayer, the Words 
of Institution, the Peace of the Lord, 
the Lamb of God Hymn, and the Dis- 
tribution. The Early Church used the 
Lord’s Prayer only at Holy Commu- 
nion. The Words of Institution have 
always belonged to the rite, because 
there can be no Sacrament unless the 
words of Christ are united with the 
bread and the wine. 


Anciently, the words “The peace of 
the Lord be with you alway” marked 
the occasion for the “kiss of peace.” 
The kiss was the Oriental manner of 
greeting, prevalent in the Middle East 
to this day, in which friends embrace 
each other and touch cheeks. The men 
who sat on one side of the church em- 
braced, and the women who sat on the 
other side did likewise. The act sym- 
bolized Christian love and forgiveness. 


The bread came in loaf form and had 
to be broken into small pieces. This 
breaking took place as the congregation 
sang the Agnus Dei, “O Christ, Thou 
Lamb of God.” In time this hymn be- 
came the universal Communion hymn. 


At first the communicants received 
the Lord’s Supper while standing. Some 
Lutheran churches still maintain this 
custom. Kneeling, however, became 
quite general in the twelfth century. 


Formerly the minister placed the 
bread into the cupped left hand of the 
communicant, who then brought it to 
his mouth with the right hand. Today 
the minister places the wafer directly 
into the mouth of the communicant, 
following the medieval custom which 
arose when wafers replaced the broken 
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bread. The single cup, or chalice, is 
traditional. When individual cups are 
used, the chalice stands on the Lutheran 
altar as the symbol of Christian fellow- 
ship. : 

In the early Christian age the minister 
said, “The body of Christ,” as he dis- 
tributed the bread, and “The blood of 
Christ,” as he gave the wine. He said 
no more. 


The pruning knife of the Reforma- 
tion was applied to the consecration 
prayer of the Mass in the Roman Lit- 
urgy. This prayer incensed Luther, be- 
cause it viewed the Sacrament as a 
priestly sacrifice of Christ. Luther did 
not even attempt to purify the prayer 
but dropped it altogether and left in its 
place nothing but the Words of Institu- 
tion, as if to focus all thoughts only 
upon Christ’s words. : 


The union of the Words of Institu- 
tion with the bread and wine allows th 
communicant to partake of the bod 
and blood of Jesus Christ. In this 
sacred act the Lord comes to the be 
liever in His divine-human person and 
bestows upon him the forgiveness of all 
sins because of His sacrifice on the 
cross. Human reason cannot under- 
stand Holy Communion, but cna 
faith ever clings to the words of Christ 
as- He voiced them. 


Because of the sacramental aspect of 
the Supper, participation is only for 
those who believe in the Real Presence. 
The Early Church did not admit the 
uninstructed and unconfirmed, though 
they were welcome to attend the first 
part of the Service, the so-called Office 
of the Word. The two parts of the 
Service were separated by the Agape, 
a carry-over of the Jewish fellowship 
meal, when men and women ate th 
provisions they had brought. 

Justin Martyr, a pagan philosophe 
who embraced Christianity. and the 
suffered martyrdom for his faith, wrote 
“And this food is called the Eucharis 
of which no one is allowed to partak 
but the man who believes that the thin 
which we teach are true.” 


The Lutheran Church offers the Sa 
rament to those only who have been i 
structed and have confessed their fai 
in the real presence of Christ. We c 
this practice Close Communion. 


GERHARDT MAHLER 


: 


THE LUTHERAN 


Memorial funds — for church furnishings? 


e@ Crosses and crucifixes — idols? 


e Works of unbelievers — God-pleasing? 


e Urge for survival — Christian? 


e Providence — permits surgery? 


Wlaa te ANSWER? 


estion: Is it proper to use memo- 
-wreath moneys to purchase altar- 
re or the like to place in the 
irch in memory of a departed 
ed one? 


Answer: Why not? Whether the con- 
gation as such purchases altarware 
whether one of its groups or families 
individuals present it to the church 
1 memorial or for any other purpose 
mmaterial so long as it is given in 
right spirit. That pertains also to 
tments, paraments, service books, 
s, organs, or even the church edifice 
If. But the giving must be done 
m a humble and grateful heart, with- 
show or desire for glory and praise. 
‘ry memorial should be a tribute of 
> to God’s unspeakable grace to our 
ed ones and to us. 


estion: Is it not true that the altar 
sses and crucifixes of wood or 
ss are idols, which are out of 
ce in God’s sanctuary? 


{nswer: The use of altar crosses and 
cifixes, as well as of similar symbols, 
y become idolatrous if one actually 
scts prayers to them or ascribes help- 
or healing powers to them or in any 
nner places trust or reliance upon 
m. In such cases the words of the 
Imist, spoken with respect to graven 
ges, would apply (Ps. 115:3-8). 
3ut our congregations do not employ 
se symbols in that manner. They 
used as reminders of the all-suffi- 
it atonement, completed by Jesus 
rist on Calvary’s cross. Placing them 
the altar or elsewhere in our 
irches, displaying them on a wall 
yur homes, wearing them as a pend- 
or on a coat lapel, or making the 
1 of the cross discreetly and rev- 
ntly, is at once a reminder to us 
| a Witness to others that the cross 
Jesus is the only ladder by which 
sinners can ascend to heaven and 
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everlasting bliss (Col. 1:19, 20). You 
may rest assured that our kneeling at 
the altar is not an act of homage to the 
cross or the crucifix or a statue of 
Jesus, but only to the Lord Himself. 


Question: Why do we Christians 
strive for survival of ourselves and 
our loved ones if we have such a 
wonderful home in heaven? 


Answer: Both the struggle for sur- 
vival and the longing to be at home 
with the Lord are divinely implanted, 
the former at our natural birth, the 
latter with the new birth. However, 
the realization of both of these urges 
is subordinated by the Christian to 
the will of God. He leaves it to his 
Lord to determine how long he is to 
live and work in the vineyard and how 
soon he may enter into the glory of 
his Lord. Two beautiful discussions of 
this question are found 2 Cor. 5:1-10 
and Phil. 1:19-26. That the longing for 
heaven is not always stronger than the 
urge for survival is due in part to 
weakness of faith (John 11:26), to our 
innate earthly-mindedness (Titus 3:3), 
and to the fear of death (Heb. 2:14, 
15). In the same measure that the new 
man in us gains stature and strength, 
the readiness to depart and to be with 
the Lord increases (Luke 2:29-32). 


Question: If all good comes from 
God and only a Christian can really 
do good, how are we to look at the 
sharing, loving, or the kindness 
shown by those outside the church 
or even by unbelievers? 


Answer: At Creation, God wrote His 
Law into men’s hearts, so that even the 
Gentiles do by nature the things con- 
tained in the Law (Matt. 5:46, 47; 
Rom. 2:14, 15). We call that civil 
righteousness, which, as our Confes- 
sions state, deserves high praise and 
is rewarded by God with temporal 
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blessings. As Christians we should be 
thankful at all times that through the 
influence of the Gospel we are not 
compelled to live, like Lot, in godless 
and wicked communities (2 Peter 2: 
7,8). Yet, not flowing from faith, the 
works of unbelievers are not God- 
pleasing but sinful. “Without any lim- 
itations, Scripture declares that the 
heathen are dead in sins (Eph. 2:1), 
alienated from the life in God (Eph. 
4:18), that they have no hope and are 
without God in the world (Eph. 2:12), 
are carried away unto dumb _ idols 
(1 Cor. 12:2), and that their sacrifices 
are offered to the devils, not to God 
(1 Cor. 10:20). Sharply distinguishing 
between the worldly kingdoms and the 
church, we say with the Lutheran 
Church that the works of the heathen 
are good in the civil sphere but have 
no spiritual value.” (F. Pieper, Chris- 
tian Dogmatics Il, 44) 


Question: How can we with Martin 
Luther confess that God has given 
and still preserves “my body and 
soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, 
my reason and all my senses” if we 
are compelled to submit to major 
surgery to have the one or other 
member removed or amputated? 


Answer: Martin Luther is here voic- 
ing the faith of the normal Christian, 
who readily confesses his complete de- 
pendence on the preservation and proy- 
idence of God. We indeed must and 
do use the God-given means for sur- 
vival, but our existence is entirely in 
God’s hands (Matt. 4:4; Acts 17:28; 
Col. 1:16, 17). At the same time God 


‘in His unsearchable providence may 


permit us to pass through such unavoid- 
able experiences or even remove us 
entirely from the land of the living. 
But so long as we are in this world, 
we are dependent every day on His 
power and mercy for our continued 
existence. O. E. SOHN 
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Table 
of 
Duties 


Of Marriage 


“Everyone that heareth these sayings of 
mine and doeth them not shall be likened 
unto a foolish man which built his house 
upon the sand.” MATTHEW 7:26 


In the United States one of every 
four marriages ends in divorce: a quar- 
ter-million divorces a year. Other mil- 
lions live in marriages which bring 
only unhappiness and misery. 

Why is this, when God _ instituted 
marriage for the happiness of man? 
Too many marriages, like a house built 
upon sand, lack the proper foundation. 
Christ is not consulted in the selection 
of a mate. 

“The sons of God saw the daughters 
of men that they were fair; and they 
took them wives of all which they 
chose.” This folly led to the Flood. 
Yet many men still prefer a beautiful 
face to a beautiful faith. How sorrow- 
ful Christ must feel when a Christian 
groom leads an unbelieving bride to 
the altar, thinking that Christ will bless 
what He has condemned! (Deut. 7: 
3, 4) 

Not only ought Christians to marry 
Christians, but they ought to make 
every effort to marry those who are of 
the same faith. A 1934 survey con- 
ducted among Synod’s pastors revealed 
that where Lutherans had married Lu- 
therans, there was only one divorce for 
every 43 marriages. A recent ULCA 
survey revealed that where Lutherans 
had married non-Lutherans, more than 
60 per cent of the Lutherans were lost 
to the church. 

Lutheran Christians would not con- 
sent to marriage by a Roman Catholic 
priest if they fully understood the dif- 
ferences between the two churches and 
the un-Biblical promises the non- 
Catholic is expected to sign before the 
marriage. How can a Lutheran promise 
to raise his children in the Roman 
Catholic faith, when Jesus asks him to 
teach his children to observe all things 
which Christ has commanded him? For 
more details read To Sign or Not to 
Sign (Concordia- Publishing House). 

Why try to build upon sand when 
you can build upon rock? 

ARTHUR E, GRAF 
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Hebrews 8 — Christ made a new 
covenant. So rule the hearts of the 
children to be confirmed this month 
that they may be faithful. 


Hebrews 9— Christ bore our sins. 
Cheer the refugees throughout the 
world with the eternal redemption 
secured by Jesus. 


Hebrews 10 — Christ offered one 
sacrifice. To all Christians behind 
the Iron Curtain give patience born 
of faith in Christ. 


Zech. 9:9, 10 — Christ the King 
brings joy. Grant that congrega- 
tional societies may find joy in 
serving the Savior. 


Phil. 1:1-14 — Christ gives fruits of 
righteousness. May those who hear 
The Lutheran Hour become par- 
takers of divine grace. 


Phil. 1:15-30 — Christ is the Chris- 
tian’s Life. To Christians in the 
Armed Forces give the desire to 
live for Christ. 


Matt. 6:19-34 — Christ quiets the 
anxious. Support the hospital pas- 
tors and chaplains, who lead the 
troubled to trust in Christ. 


Phil. 2:1-13 — Christians have the 
mind of Christ. Fix the minds of 
our people on the Savior that they 
may bring many to His cross. 


Phil. 2:14-30 — Christians shine as 
lights. Help our pastors so to 
preach the Word that it may give 
light and life to their hearers. 


Philippians 3 — Christians know 
the power of the Resurrection. 
Embolden our missionaries to pro- 
claim the victory of Christ. 
Philippians 4 — Christians rejoice 
in the Lord. To our schools for 
the deaf impart sustaining grace 
and Christian joy. 

2 Corinthians 4 — Christians be- 
hold things unseen. May the 


_ Wheat Ridge Foundation give help 
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and hope to sufferers. 


Matthew 21 — Christians serve the 
King. Bless the endeavors of the 
LLL to aid the church in its sery- 
ice of the King. 


1 Corinthians 13 — Christians love 
God and men. Make the members 
of our churches to love one an- 
other and all people. 

Luke 19 — Visiting the house of 
prayer. Stir the hearts of our youth 
that many may become full-time 
servants of the church. 
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Daily Bible Readings for April 


Adapted from “Light for Your Way,’ Bible-reading selections, 
with brief thoughts and prayers, issued by the Adult Department 
of the Board for Parish Education 
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Luke 22 — Learning to pray. Bles 
the efforts of Christians dedicate 
to the care of retarded and handi 
capped children. 


Luke 23 — Looking to the cross, 
Preserve our missionaries and their 
families, who point the eyes of 
non-believers to the cross. 


John 17 — Listening to Christ pray. 
Give our people the desire to wor- 
ship the Savior and to commune 
with Him in His Supper. 


John 18 — One Man dying for the 
people. Help our people to appre- 
ciate Christ’s sacrifice and to be 
His witnesses. 


' John 19 — Lying in the sepulcher. 


So bless our keeping of the feast 
on Easter Day that we may pass 
from death unto life. 


John 11 — Breaking through death, 
May our missionaries in Africa 
and South America bring to many 
the message of the risen Lord. 


John 20 — The risen Lord ask 
faith. Move the hearts of Christ's 
men and women to share wit 
others their triumphant faith. 


John 21 — The risen Lord asks 
love. May the program of the 
LWML induce many women to 
render loving service to Christ. 


Luke 24 — The risen Lord asks 
witness. Anoint with the Spirit all 
PTR guest missioners that thei 
work may be fruitful. 

Matt. 28:1-15 — The risen Lord 
asks courage. Grant that chaplain 
in the Armed Forces may imbue 
their hearers with Christian valor. 


Mark 16:1-13 — The risen Lord 


hind the Iron Curtain boldly pub 
lish the Savior’s resurrection. 


1 Corinthians 15 — The risen Lord 
asks hope. So direct the Walther 
League program that it may inspire 
youth to Christian service. 
Psalm 107 — God calms the storms 
Preserve absent loved ones, espe 
cially missionaries, members of th 
Armed Forces, students. 
2 Cor. 5:1-13 — God fashioned u 
for life. Guide the decisions of 
President and the Congress of th 
United States. ; 
2 Cor. 5:14-21 — God makes 1 
new creatures. Grant that o1 


Youth Caravans 
Will Travel 
70,000 Miles 


Che Walther League staff in Chicago 
selecting 51 Youth Caravaners for 

17 teams scheduled to visit more 
n 250 congregations this summer. 


“inal selections will be made from 
1ost 400 late teen-agers who have 
unteered to serve eight weeks. So 
1,109 congregations have expressed 
interest in having a three- or four- 
’ Youth Caravan visit. The applica- 
1 deadline for congregations is 
ril 10. 

Zach Caravaner must be recom- 
nded by his or her pastor, be active 
Walther League work, and be able 
make public appearances. 

Yn April 1 each team member be- 
s a 10-week correspondence course 
youth work. June 12—16 the Car- 
ners meet for a briefing session at 
paraiso University. On June 17 
y begin their treks across the United 
tes and Canada. 


Saravaners cheerfully accept this 
eling study and travel program as 
opportunity to serve the church. 
>y give their precious summer vaca- 
is Without pay. 


‘he Caravan program demonstrates 
f youth work is not only fun but 
) a constructive congregational en- 
vor. “Youth speaks to youth,” and 
yuth speaks to the grownups about 
need for active congregational in- 
st in a positive youth program.” 
ast summer 11 Youth Caravan 
ns visited 161 parishes. Host con- 
vations and pastors reported that 
th work received a much-needed 
etus. 

ynod’s Board for Young People’s 
rk assumes financial responsibility 
this program. A host congregation 
s only room and board, if any, and 


transportation charges up to 100 miles 
to the next stop. 

Last year, Caravan teams traveled 
close to 40,000 miles. This summer 
the teams will cover 70,000 miles. 

ARP Ke 


Scholarship 
Winners 
Announced 


Winners of the four LLL scholarships 
to Valparaiso University have just been 
selected from more than 450 young 
people who took the competitive exam- 
inations on February 9. 


The four-year, full-tuition scholar- 
ships have been awarded to: Judith 
Griessel, Hartsdale, N. Y.; Kenneth 
Ramming, Fort Wayne; Ila Bovee, 
Pearce, Nebr.; and David Sieving, 
Cookstown, Minn. 


Each scholarship has a total value 
of from $1,600 to $2,000, depending 
on the course the winner chooses. The 
International LLL has 16 scholarship 
winners at Valparaiso University. 


Seven Million Easter Seals 
Mailed by Lutheran Hour 


More than seven million 1957 Lu- 
theran Hour Easter Seals are now be- 
ing mailed to friends and listeners of 
the Gospel broadcast, the LLL reports. 

Printed in gold and blue, the Lu- 
theran Hour Easter Seal includes the 
Christian witness: “Christ Is Risen.” 
The seals are designed for use on per- 
sonal and business correspondence. Ad- 
ditional seals may be obtained by 
writing The Lutheran Hour, 3558 S. 
Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. 


1,346 Congregations Participate 
in Lutheran Hour Observance 

A record 1,346 churches of Synod 
requested materials for the Lutheran 
Hour observance on March 10, a final 


check by the LLL has revealed. This 
compares with 1,210 requests last year. 


Polish Letters Increase 


Rev. Joseph Fierla, Polish Lutheran 
pastor in London, who answers Lu- 
theran Hour mail received in response 
to the Polish broadcasts from Radio 
Luxembourg, reported a marked in- 
crease in letters since January. The 185 
letters received between January 24 and 
February 21 indicate that the people 
in Poland are “writing without Red 
interference,” he said. E. F. K. 


LWML Institutes 
Accent Church’s 
“First Business” 


Three topics being used by the 
LWML in Christian Growth Institutes 
which the League held last year, are: 
“Deepening the Inner Spiritual Life,” 
“Personal Evangelism,” and “Training 
the Kingdom Workers.” 

The institutes reaffirm that the “first 
business of the church is spiritual”; re- 
emphasize the threefold program of 
the LWML; and help the women rec- 
ognize their responsibility as members 
of the church and develop latent talent 
for greater service in the Kingdom. 


Two-day institutes or one-day work- 
shops will continue through district, 
circuit, zone, and local levels until the 
League’s 170,000 members assimilate 
the benefits to be derived from such a 
program. 

A special workshop for the District 
Christian Growth chairmen is_ being 
planned for July, prior to the League’s 
international convention. 


Members of the Christian Growth 
Committee are: chairman, Mrs. Harold 
Brandt, Lafayette, Calif.; Mrs. Bernard 
Klemm, Hillside, Ill.; Mrs. Earl Muck, 
Portland, Oreg.; and Mrs. Frederick 
Schuermann, St. Louis. M. W. 


¢@ LWML Christian Growth Institute in Mission, Kans., drew representatives from six districts: Colorado, Kansas, 
orth Nebraska, South Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Western. Seated in the front row (third and fourth from left): Rev. 
T. Ejissfeldt, Counselor, Christian Growth Committee; and Mrs. Harold Brandt, Chairman. 
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-Lutheran Witness 


1882 - 


1957 


THES PEERS TAEDIEOR 


The first editor of the WITNEss, 
Charles Adolf Frank, was born Feb- 
ruary 28, 1846, at Wimpfen, Hessen- 
Darmstadt, Germany. Frank immi- 
grated to America at the age of eight 
and settled in St. Louis, Mo., where 
“Old Trinity” became his church home. 

After his confirmation by Pastor 
Gottlieb Schaller, Frank attended the 
preparatory school affiliated with Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, moved with 
the school to’ Fort Wayne during the 
Civil War, and graduated in 1865. He 
completed his training at the St. Louis 
Seminary in 1868. 

On August 2, 1868, he was installed 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Free- 
dom, Beaver County, Pa. In 1870 
Frank was called as teacher and as- 
sistant to Pastor J. A. F. W. Mueller of 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Here he met his future 


Dr. Charles A. Frank 


wite, Concordia, the daughter of Pastor 
Mueller, first graduate of the Perry 
County Seminary. 

After serving the congregations at 
Lancaster, Ohio (1870-73; 1876-78), 
and New Orleans, La. (1873-76), he 
was professor of Latin, and later Ger- 
man, at Capital University, Columbus, 
Ohio. At that time the Ohio Synod 
maintained both a college and a sem- 
inary in Columbus and was in fellow- 
ship with the Missouri Synoc 

During the turbulent days of the Pre- 
destinarian Controversy, Frank entered 
the parish ministry in the Missouri 
Synod. The Standard annourced: 

“Professor Frank, who had just be- 
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gun his labors in the seminary, received 
a call to become pastor of the Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Congregation in Zanes- 
ville. . . . Although our devoted col- 
league had done nothing to secure a 
vocation to another field of labor and 
had entered upon his work in the sem- 
inary with his customary zeal and in- 
dustry, it was known to many that he 
had strong predilections for pastoral 
work and that his physical powers were 
scarcely sufficient for the duties of his 
place in the institution. . . . Resolutions 
were passed bearing testimony to the 
fidelity with which he had discharged 
the duties of his office and invoking 
upon him the divine blessing in his 
new field.” 

At Zanesville, Frank had under his 
care 405 souls and two schools, which 
enrolled 65 children. He served the 
congregation from April 24, 1881, un- 
til the summer of 1893, when he 
became pastor of Trinity Church, Ev- 
ansville, Ind. 

Candidate W. G. Polack, later asso- 
ciated with the WITNESS, became 
Frank’s assistant in Evansville. Several 
years later Polack described Frank as 
“a little man, somewhat stocky; white- 
haired, with a white mustache and 
goatee; pink-faced, twinkling eyes; high, 
piping voice; dressed in a long Prince 
Albert, a stand-up collar with a narrow 
black bow tie, a stiff bosom shirt with 
a diamond stud... .” 

Frank edited the WITNEss from 1882 
to 1891. In his “Valedictory” he wrote: 
“We ask for our WITNESS, and this we 
ask of our heavenly Father for Christ’s 
sake, that its usefulness may ever in- 
crease for the everlasting welfare of its 
readers and that every new issue of 
the WITNEss may in itself be the best 
token of that gratitude which those 
kind Christian hearts have merited who 
by their prayers, communications, and 
money have right loyally sustained our 
dear WITNESS this long space of nine 
years.” 

On November 10, 1920, the faculty 
of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, con- 
ferred on him the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. 

Almost forty years after the first is- 
sue of the WitNEss, Dr. Frank died on 
January 18, 1922. 

Aua. R. SUELFLOW 
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IN MEMORIAM 


William Frederick Arndt 
1880—1957 


When the LUTHERAN WITNESS aske 
me to write a brief article in apprecia 
tion of the late Professor W. F. Arndt 
I readily complied with the request 
since my colleague was the oldest me 
ber of the St. Louis Seminary facult 
in years and the second-oldest in ti 
of service. For more than 35 year 
he and I labored side by side in the 
field of Biblical interpretation, worke¢ 


= 


Dr. William F. Arndt 


together on periodicals, and enjoyed 
a long and sincere friendship. 

When in the summer of 1921 Pro 
fessor Arndt came to St. Louis to dis 
cuss with the faculty members the ca 
he had received to the department ol 
exegesis, he was reluctant to accept if 
“IT don’t know whether I will fill the 
bill,’ he told Dr. John H. C. Fritz and 
me. Professor Arndt was too humble 
to regard himself as worthy of teaching 
theology at Concordia. This humilit 
characterized Dr. Arndt throughout 
life. Always willing to defend a prim 
ciple, he hardly ever defended himsel 
against any unjust charge. That matte 
he left to others, if indeed there wa 
need of any defense. Nor did the 3: 
years of service at Concordia Seminat 
change him. When last year he lef 
St. Louis to help the Lutheran Chure 
in England train pastors for the mif 
istry there, he undertook that impo! 
tant mission in the same spirit of Chri 
tian humility in which he began h 
work here. ) 

With deep humility there was con 
bined in Dr. Arndt sincere kindline 
This showed itself especially in h 
readiness to serve all who asked hir 


. THE LUTHERAN 


students and his colleagues, his 
nary and his church, its extended 
ion and its educational fields. His 
was very active. Not long ago he 
irked that never in his life had he 
bored. 


ist year, shortly before he left for 
and, a colleague asked him how 
tranged his work day to accom- 
his many tasks, even in his later 
;. He replied briefly: “Well, I get 
bout seven in the morning and go 
ed at about eleven at night, and 
etween 1 just keep on going.” 
Arndt could never be idle. His ap- 
ation of his work was prompted 
motivated by a deep love for his 
or. 

ith humility, kindliness, and will- 
2ss to serve, there was united in 
Arndt a most irenical spirit, deeply 
dded in brotherly love. This spirit 
fested itself especially in his deal- 
with those Lutherans who agreed 
our church on all essential prin- 
s but could not yet see eye to eye 
our Synod on what they regarded 
ionfundamentals. With them he 
willing to bear, not by way of 
‘ing God’s Word, but in the in- 
t of continued witnessing, that, 
<ing the truth in love, all might 
up into Him in all things which 
e Head, even Christ (Eph. 4:15). 
ard any criticism — which at times 
quite severe —of this attitude of 
nce he showed a gentle, meek, and 
ving spirit. He never held a grudge 
ist anyone. 


1 the other hand, he boldly con- 
d controverted truths of Scripture 
yut fear or favor. Thus in his ex- 
at commentary on St. Luke he fear- 
' championed both verbal and 
iry inspiration, though he knew 
many students of Luke would not 
> with him on that doctrine. 


. Arndt, moreover, possessed to a 
tkable degree the gift of being 
nt in tribulation and bearing all 
s with Christian fortitude. In 
1933 his beloved wife was taken 
him. He never quite overcame 
main of that parting, yet he never 
Jlained of the loss he had endured, 
th he cherished her memory as 
as he lived. The early departure 
ts. Arndt only moved him to love 
wo daughters, his other relatives, 
his many friends all the more and 
dicate himself with increased ar- 
o his diversified ministry of preach- 
teaching, and writing. 
uch has been said in praise of 
\rndt’s scholarship. He was steeped 
arning, and this gift, as also that 
aching, was enriched by a phenom- 
memory. With unusual profundity 
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of thought he combined keen judgment 
and penetrating analysis. But behind 
all this there was hard, enduring work, 
which he carried on till the Lord finally 
bade him rest from his earthly labors. 
And God granted him the paramount 
blessing that he could do the work he 
liked so well until his death. To the 
end of his life his thoughts were with 
Concordia Seminary, where courses for 
the next school year had been already 
assigned to him. Meanwhile, however, 
he served the cause of the Lutheran 
Church in England faithfully and well. 
His death means a distinct loss to the 
Lutheran Church throughout the world. 


All this does not mean that Dr. Arndt 
did not also suffer from the frailties of 
the flesh. These he confessed with 
frankness and deplored with Christian 
sincerity. But his faith in Christ con- 
quered his weaknesses and proved tri- 
umphant in his long life of devoted 
service. The memory of Dr. Arndt will 
live on in all who knew him, as a serv- 
ant of Christ and a humble, kindly, 
peaceable, diligent child of God, to 
whom he gratefully dedicated all his 
toils and talents. An assiduous student 
of St. Paul, whose Epistles he joyously 
interpreted to hundreds of students, he 
was also the apostle’s steadfast follower 
in serving the Lord Jesus Christ. If 
there is any Pauline thought that may 
be applied to our late colleague, it is 
this: “For to me to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). Our church 
has had great gain from Dr. Arndt’s 
Christian life and work. 


JOHN THEODORE MUELLER 


See District Editions 
for more complete obituaries 


WILLIAM F. ArnpT, Dec. 1, 1880, May- 
ville, Wis., to Feb. 25, 1957, Cambridge, 
England; son of Christian and Maria 
Oertwig Arndt; graduated St. Louis Semi- 
nary, 1903; Ph. D., Washington U., Saint 
Louis, 1935; D. D., Concordia College, 
Adelaide, South Australia, 1930; pastor: 
Bluff City, Tenn.; St. Joseph, Mo.; Brook- 
lyn, N. Y.; professor: St. Paul’s College, 
Concordia, Mo.; Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, since 1921; on leave of absence 
since May 1956 to establish a Lutheran 
seminary in England; member of Synod’s 
Board for Foreign Missions (35 years) 
and the Committee for Lutheran Union 
(21 years); editor of the Homiletical 
Magazine, the Theological Monthly, and 
the Concordia Theological Monthly; 
author of the Bible Commentary on Saint 
Luke and numerous other books; co-author 
of A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 
Testament. Survivors: daughters Erna and 
Ilse. Memorial service: March 3, Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis; interment, 
March 7, New Bethlehem Cemetery, 
St. Louis. 
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THEO. C. BROHM, 
Nov. 23, 1879, Addi- 
son, Dlweto: Jan. 5; 
1957, Oakland, Calif.; 
son of Theodore and 
Lucia Schaller Brohm; 
graduated St. Louis 
Seminary, 1903; pas- 
tor, Detroit, Mich.; 
president, California 
Concordia College, 
Oakland, 1909—1950. 
Survivors: son Rev. 
Theodore; daughters 
Adeline and Mrs. Carl Stolp. | Funeral: 
Jan. 8. 


Theo. C. Brohm 


CLARENCE A. BUESCHER, March 1, 
1909, Steeleville, TIll., to Feb. 14, 1957, 
Amarillo, Tex.: son of Henry and Sophia 
Brueggemann Buescher; graduated River 
Forest Teachers College, 1932; schools: 
Holyrood, Topeka, and Kansas City, 
Kans.; Amarillo, Tex. Survivors: Elda 
Moeller Buescher; son Wayne. Funeral: 
Feb. 16, Amarillo; interment, Chester, Il. 


WILLIAM F. LUEBKE, Jan. 21, 1887, 
Alpena, Mich., to Feb. 17, 1957, Mus- 
kegon, Mich.; son of August and Caroline 
Ditberner Luebke; graduated Springfield 
Seminary, 1914; parishes: Shelby, Mus- 
kegon, and Agnew, Mich. Survivors: Mag- 
daline Potzger Luebke; sons Rev. Gerhard, 
Ralph, Raymond. Funeral: Feb. 20, Mus- 
kegon; interment, Mona View Cemetery. 


WILLIAM C. MEINZEN, March 11, 1870, 
Hanover, Germany, to Dec. 31, 1956, 
Kendallville, Ind.; son of William A. and 
Mary Luebkeman Meinzen; graduated 
St. Louis Seminary, 1893; parishes: Bull 
Rapids and Tracy, Ind.; Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Indianapolis (1912—1944). Survivors: 
Lt. Col. Lawrence, Rev. Erwin, Alfred, 
Rev. Richard; daughters Emma Bouman, 
Ellen Amt, Selma Feldscher, Paula Ber- 
necker. Funeral: Jan. 3, Fort Wayne. 


JOHANNES F. Moestus, Oct. 26, 1881, 
Erfurt, Germany, to Feb. 15, 1957, Ar- 
lington, Va.; son of Julius and Elvira 
Feyerabend Moebius; graduated St. Louis 
Seminary, 1904; parishes: Calgary, Ed- 
monton, and Bruderheim, Alta., Can.; 
Rush Lake, Braham, and Rush City, Minn.; 
Ridgeway, N.C. (1930—S55). Survivors: 
Dorothea Yehling Moebius; sons Johannes, 
Richard; daughters Dorothea Hart, Paula. 
Funeral: Feb. 18, Ridgeway. 


WILLIAM G. SEELIGER, June 5, 1901, 
Orlando, Okla., to Dec. 30, 1956, Calumet 
City, Ill.; son of Edward and Wilhelmina 
Klein Seeliger; graduated St. Louis Sem< 
inary, 1928; parishes: Bergland and To- 
paz, Mich.; Mattoon, Wis.; Alma Center 
and Black River Falls, Wis.; Lincoln, 
Nebr.; Calumet City, Ill. Survivors: Ruth 
Lorenz Seeliger; son William; daughter 
Ruth. Funeral: Jan. 3, Calumet City; in- 
terment, Concordia Cemetery, Hammond, 
Ind. 


JoHN C. STARKE, March 9, 1877, Peru, 


Ind., to Jan. 30, 1957, Vinton, Iowa; son 


of Conrad and Augusta Hartmann Starke; 
graduated Springfield Seminary, 1900; 
parishes: River Grove, Ill.; Des Moines, 
Casey, Prussian Township, Greenfield, 
Creston, Luzerne, McGregor, and Bremer, 
Iowa. Survivors: sons Reimar, Edmund, 
Helmut, Oswald, Alvin; daughter Ruth 
Mayer. Funeral: Feb. 2, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. 
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Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATE 


Ordained and Installed: 


Gaulke, Earl H., Redford Lutheran, Detroit, 
Mich., by H. F. Hensick, Feb. 3. 


Installed: LE PEN a 

Buchheimer, John R., Faith, Port Huron, 
Mich., by Otto H. Pfotenhauer, Feb. 3. 

Fleischer, Edward J., Our Savior, Cupertino, 
Calif., by William H. Schroeder, Jan. 20. 

Kabelitz, N. E., Olive Branch, Coon Rapids, 
Minn., by William H. Sutterer, Feb. 10. 

Kimberly, W. A., Our Savior, Lake Worth, 
Fla., by Pres. C. F. Kellermann, Feb. 10. 

Luecke, James, Gethsemane, Montrose, Calif., 
by R. E. Schulz, Feb. 10. 

Mueller, Carl, Mount Olive and Bethlehem, 
Woonsocket, S. Dak., by Pres. Philip Muel- 
ler, Feb. 3. 

Nickel, Edmund J., Zion, Bancroft, Nebr., by 
Pres. W. E. Homann, Feb. 10. 

Petzoldt, Waldemar B., Our Savior, Salinas, 
Calif., by Frederick L. Von Husen, Feb. 3. 

Sefers, Viesturs, St. Paul (Latvian), Montreal, 
Quebec, Can., by Horace H. Erdman, 
Jan. 13. 

Siegel, Paul F., St. Luke, Bazine, Kans., by 
Armin C. Gottberg, Feb. 17. 

Wallschlaeger, Byron P., Redeemer, Racine, 
Wis., by Ernst J. C. Jehn, Feb. 10. 


Installed: sare 


Showers, Richard H., Trinity, Bronx, N. Y., 
by E. L. Dinkel, Feb. 3. 


Official Notices 


Rev. A. O. Bleeke, Hartley, Iowa, has been 
appointed Visitor of the Northwest Circuit to 
succeed Rev. Martin Peters, who has accepted 
a call into another circuit.— G. W. LosBrcxk, 
President, Iowa District West. 


Rev. Eric O. Metzdorf, El Dorado, Kans., 
has been appointed to serve the unexpired 
term as Visitor for the Wichita Circuit (Num- 
ber 7) to succeed Rev. Carl W. Schrader, who 
has accepted a call into another District. — 
W. H. Meyer, President, Kansas District. 


Nominations for 
an Associate Professorship in Education 
at Concordia, Austin 


Assistant Professor Lester Bayer, Austin, Tex., 
by Zion, Dallas; Trinity, Eden; St. John’s, 
Houston; Trinity, San Angelo, Tex., Saint 
Mark’s, Waco, Tex.; Redeemer, Austin. 

Mr. Andrew Komarchuk, Stewardson, IIL: 
Immanuel, Shobonier,  IIl.; St. Paul’s, 
Wheeler, Ill. 

Rev. Edmund F. Loessel, Longmont, Colo.: 
Immanuel, Wichita, Kans.; Mount Olive, 
Baltimore, Md.; Trinity, Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Mr. Martin F. Luebke, Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Mount Calvary, Watonga, Okla.; Trinity, 
Oak Park, Il. : 

Mr. Paul Steffens, St. Louis, Mo.: Zion, Saint 
Louis, Mo. 

Mr. Eugene J. Voll, Alexandria, Minn.: Zion, 
Cleveland, Ohio; Trinity, Wyandotte, Mich.; 
Zion, Hardwick, Minn.; Grace, Fargo, 
N. Dak.; Grace, Pontiac, Mich. 

Mr. Edward J. Werner, Fort Wayne, Ind.: 
Redeemer, Warsaw, Ind. 


Additional recommendations and statements 
of qualifications of any of these nominees 
(but not new nominations), or objections to 
any nominee, with reason therefor, must be 
filed with the president of Concordia, Austin, 
within 30 days following the appearance of 
this notice. — Grorcre J. Beto, President, Con- 
cordia, Austin, Tex. 


Nominations for 
Three Associate Professorships 
at Concordia Teachers College, Seward 


Associate Professorship in Education 


Affeldt, W. W., Grand Forks, N.Dak., by 
Bethany, Lake City, Minn.; Emmanuel, Elk 
River, Minn:; Zion, Princeton, Minn.; Peace, 
Minneapolis, Minn.; Zion, Cologne, Minn. ; 
St. John’s, Osseo, ets St. Paul’s, Osseo, 
Minn.; Redeemer, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Baacke, L. W., Denver, Colo.: Immanuel, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Bock, Almon C., Seward, Nebr.: St. John’s, 
Arnold, Mo.; Zion, Boyd, Minn. 
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Erxleben, Arnold, Topeka, Kans.: St. Paul’s, 
Concordia, Mo.; Zion, St. Louis, Mo. 

Hardt, Walter, Seward, Nebr.: St. John’s, 
Seward, Nebr.; Immanuel, Colorado Springs, 
‘olo 

Ibeling, Fred, Minneapolis, Minn.: Immanuel, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Komarchuk, Andrew, Stewardson, IIll.: Saint 
oh Wheeler, Ill; Immanuel, Shobonier, 


Loessel, Edmund F., Longmont, Colo.: Trinity, 
Cheyenne, Wyo.; Mount Olive, Baltimore, 
Md.; Immanuel, Wichita, Kans. 

Muller, Raymond, Leavenworth, Kans.: Saint 
Paul's, Concordia, Mo. 

Schamber, Marvin, Alexandria, S. Dak.: Saint 
Martin’s, Alexandria, S. Dak. 

Stach, Dr. John, Fort Wayne, Ind.: Immanuel, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Voll, Eugene J., Alexandria, Minn.: Zion, 
Cleveland, Ohio; Grace, Fargo, N. Dak.; 
eo Pontiac, Mich.; St. Paul’s, Paterson, 

Werner, Edward J., Fort Wayne, Ind.: Re- 
deemer, Warsaw, Ind. 

Yunghans, Ernest E., Fort Wayne, Ind.: Con- 
cordia, Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Associate Professorship in English 


Heinitz, Rev. Kenneth, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
by Immanuel, Staplehurst, Nebr.; Imman- 
uel, Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Pfeiffer, Benjamin, Seward, Nebr.: Zion, Saint 
Louis, Mo.; Immanuel, Schuyler, Nebr.; 
Trinity, Schuyler, Nebr.; St. John’s, Seward, 
Nebr. 

Radke, Merle L., Twin Falls, Idaho: Bethle- 
hem, Saginaw, Mich.; Immanuel, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 


Treichel, Herbert, Chicago, Ill.: St. Paul’s, 
West Frankfort, Il. 
Weinhold, Ralph, Verona, Wis.: Redeemer, 


Salt Lake City, Utah. 


Associate Professorship in Science 


Gummelt, Erwyn, Houston, Tex., by St. Paul’s, 
Concordia, Mo.; Immanuel, Fargo, N. Dak.; 
Immanuel, Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Rusch, Wilbert H., Fort Wayne, Ind.: Saint 
John’s, Seward, Nebr.; Redeemer, Warsaw, 
Ind.; Immanuel, Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Schmidt, Milton, River Forest, Ill.: St. Paul’s, 
Minot, N. Dak.; Immanuel, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 

Zimmerman, Paul A., Seward, Nebr.: Imman- 
uel, Fargo, N.Dak.; Immanuel, Colorado 
Springs, Colo.; St. Paul’s, Concordia, Mo. 


Additional recommendations and statements 
of qualifications of nominees, or objections to 
nominees with reasons therefor, must be file 
with the undersigned within three weeks after 
the appearance of this notice. — Oscar WILK, 
Secretary, Board of Control, Concordia Teach- 
ers College, Seward, Nebr. 


Notices 


Rev. Victor C. Rickman, pastor of Saint 
Philip’s Lutheran Church, Chicago, will con- 
duct one of the two Lutheran services at the 
National Jamboree of the Boy Scouts of 
America at Valley Forge, Pa., July 12—18, 
1957. He will also be available for counseling 
and other pastoral services throughout the 
Jamboree. Please give this information to 
Missouri Synod scouts, explorers, and scout 
leaders who will attend the Jamboree. — 
Boarp FoR YOUNG PEOPLE’s WorK, Rev. Clar- 
ence H. Peters, Chairman. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Ernst, David T., Box 116, Kadoka, S. Dak. 
Geisler, Otto C., em., Fall Creek, Wis. 
Jung, Donald F., 5 Woodmont, 
West Springfield, Mass. 
Kreutz, Eugene, 4262 N. Glenn, 
Fresno, Calif. 
Marquardt, Reinhold A., 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Gaylord, Minn. 
Ottemoeller, H. M., Box 13, 
Ogoja, Eastern Region, Nigeria, W. Africa 
Pfotenhauer, C. Donald, 292 Evans Ave., 
North Kamloops, B. C., Can. 
Riedel, Fred, Correo Restante, Valencia, 
Estado Carabobo, Venezuela 
Trautmann, Karl H., 11250 Wayburn Ave., 
Detroit 24, Mich. 
Vogel, Theodore H., 1407 High, Box 391, 
Rawlins, Wyo. 
Wilke, Donald, Box 1326, Bridgeport, Nebr. 
Wyneken, Lawrence T., 16916 Bollinger Dr., 
Pacific Palisades, Calif. 


Teachers: 


Boerger, Fred, 45295 Grant Park, 
Utica, Mich. 

Eggers, T. G., 13612 S. Spinning Ave., 
Gardena, Calif. 
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District Conventions 


April 22—26. Oklahoma: Enid. Essay: ‘‘Strar 
Altars—a Thorough Study of the Lodg 
Rev. Julius Acker. § 

April 22—26. Texas: Austm. “The Sermon 
Christian Worship.’”’ Prof. Mark J. Stee; 

April 28—May 3. Southern California: 
Diego. “Fraternalism in the Light of Seri 
ture.”’ Rev. Julius Acker. ‘ 

April 29—May 2. Southeastern: Charlo 
N.C. ‘The Doctrine of the Church.” 
Alfred von Rohr Sauer. 

May 14—17. Florida-Georgia: West Pa 
Beach, Fla. “The Lodge Problem as It Co 
fronts Our Church Today.” Dr. Paul 
Bretscher. f 

May 20—24. South Dakota: Rapid City. “ 
Lord’s Prayer.’’ Five senior pastors of t 
District. / 

June 3—6. Ontario: Dashwood. “Congreg 
tional Work and Organization.” Dr. Er 
mann W. Frenk. : 

June 10—14. Central: Fort Wayne. “Desce 
sus ad Inferos’” and “Youth Work.” Re 
Carl Eberhard. Rev. A. H. Ziegler. 

June 10—14. Northwest: Portland. “T 
Christian, the Church, and the Social 0 
der.” Dr. W. F. Wolbrecht. 

June 11—14. English: River Forest. “Lu 
on the Lord’s Supper.”’ Dr. J. Pelikan. 

June 17—20. California and Nevada: Oaklan 
Calif. ‘Why I Am a Lutheran.” Dr. Rie 
ard Du Brau. 

June 17—21. Western: St.Louis. “The G 


and “Archaeological Discoveries and Th 
Applications.”” Dr. Carl W. Berner. 
A. W. Klinck. 

June 24—27. Atlantic: Bronxville. 

June 24—27. Northern Illinois: River Fore 
“Education to Edify.” Prof. Martin 
Koehneke. 

June 24—27. Eastern: Angola, N. Y. “ 
Church's Mission to America.” Rev. 
liam H. Hillmer. 
June 24—28. North Dakota: Bismarck. 
Sacraments.”’ Rev. Walter Cordts. 
June 24—28. South Wisconsin: Milwau 
“The Lutheran School in the American E 
ucational System.’ Dr. S. J. Roth. 

July 2—5. Alberta and British Columbia: } 
monton, Alta. ‘The Lord’s Supper. 
W. C. Eifert. 


July 15—19. Manitoba and Saskatchewa 
Regina, Sask. 
August 5—8. Southern Nebraska: Sewai 


“The Doctrine of Election.” Dr. John 
Mueller. 
August 12—16. Minnesota: St. Paul. “‘The Al 
cient Pattern for the Family of Today A 
cording to Deuteronomy 6” and “A 
Sketch of the Work of Our Church in M 
nesota.”” Rev. Traugott Rehwaldt. Re 
E. J. A. Marxhausen. 
August 12—16. Iowa East: Blairstown, Iow 
August 12—16. North Wisconsin: Merri 
“Christian Prayer.’”’ Rev. R. W. Goetsch. 
August 12—16. Northern Nebraska; Sewar 
August 12—16. Kansas: Winfield. “‘Baptism 
Dr. Paul M. Bretscher. 
August 18—22. Michigan: Ann Arbor. ‘Ch 
tian Family Life.’’ Rev. Paul Hansen. 
August 25—29. Central Illinois: Springfie 
“1907 — ‘Forget Not His Benefits’ — 195 
Dr. W. A. Baepler. Rev. H. E. Zimmerma 
Rev. E. M. Goltermann. 
August 25—30. Iowa West: Lake Okobo; 
“The Doctrine of the Church.” Dr. Alf 
von Rohr Sauer. 
August 26—29. Colorado; YMCA Camp, ne 
Estes Park. “The Inspiration and Autho: 
of the Bible.’”” Dr. E. J. Friedrich. 
October 7—11. Montana: Sidney. ‘‘Christi 
Faith and Life According to Colossia 
Dr. O. E. Feucht. 
October 21—25. Southern Illinois: Belle 
“To the Edifying of the Church.” Dr. W. 
Wolbrecht. 
October 28—November 3. Southern: New O 
leans. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LuTHERAN WITNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the WITNESS 
Sea 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 

» Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 


Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. : ‘ 


Letters 


OTE: The following letter was sent to 
ident Alfred Fuerbringer, Concordia 
inary, St. Louis. 


March 3rd, 1957 
R PRINCIPAL: 


am writing to you as a member of 
ommittee of Tyndale House — though 
ficially —to tell you what a great 
ess Professor Arndt’s death has been 
s here in Cambridge. He had made 
elf quickly at home and there was 
-among us residents in the house, all 
ig men, who did not speak of him 
affection. His charm, his friendli- 
and his humility had quickly en- 
2d him to all with whom he came 
mtact here. 
think his few months in Cambridge 
very happy ones. He had an aston- 
g zest for enjoying all that was going 
The University Press gave a tea party 
vim on the day of publication of the 
son, and that evening he spoke to a 
| gathering at Tyndale House about 
istory —and a fascinating story he 
> of it. About a week before he died 
ime to dine in college here — an eve- 
which he immensely enjoyed. He 
fascinated by the little rituals of high- 
dinner —the gowns, and the Latin 
>, and the old college silver — he was 
‘ised to find three other Americans in 
gathering, and he discussed classics 
archaeology with our senior classical 
w. He loved our chapel, and in my 
1 afterwards told me about his work 
his books. Before he left, we had 
iged for him to come again, and meet 
rchaeological fellow, and I was to 
a session with him about a number 
reek N.T. words of a medical con- 
on. I did not see him again, but 
derstand he had experienced an eve- 
with all the excitement of a school- 
het yet all the discernment of a 
ar. 
it above all, we feel we have lost 
iend, indeed I most certainly do, 
oh nearly 50 years his junior. At 
. I wanted you and all at Concordia 
nary to know that his last months 
seemed to have given him consider- 
happiness. Certainly they gave us 
at deal of happiness, for we felt that 
had among us one who was truly 
oly and humble man of God.” One 
ie last things he said to me, in speak- 
yf the Gospel, was to call it “the good 
sospel, the Beautiful old Gospel.” If 
e to his age with my intellect as 
, and with my sense of wonder at the 
>ming love of God so unsullied, I shall 
very much to be thankful for. 


Yours sincerely, 
/s/ A. P. Waterson, M. D. 
Emmanuel College, Cambridge 


OTE: The WITNESS received this letter, 
1 February 13: 


lanks for printing Dr. Scharlemann’s 
le, next to which my photograph ap- 
s. The buildings in the background are 
*s College Chapel and a King’s Col- 
dormitory. 

y heartiest congratulations on the re- 
mated WITNESS with its wealth of in- 
ting material! 


umbridge 
CH 26, 1957 


WILLIAM F. ARNDT 


MONTHLY REPORT 


Our Venture of Faith 


February 1—March 1, 1957 


Contributed by the Districts of Synod 


COMMUNICANT CONTRIBUTED 


Alberta and British Columbia 
Atlantic 

California and Nevada 
Central 5 
Central Illinois 
Colorado 

Eastern 

English 
Florida-Georgia 

Iowa East 

Iowa West 

Kansas 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
Michigan 

Minnesota 

Montana 

North Dakota 

North Wisconsin 
Northern Illinois 
Northern Nebraska 
Northwest 

Oklahoma 

Ontario 

South Dakota 

South Wisconsin 
Southeastern 

Southern 

Southern California 
Southern Illinois 
Southern Nebraska 
Texas 

Western 


MEMBERS 
T9200 
66,786 
24,056 
99355 
37,601 
18,716 
36,996 
80,822 

7,154 
Zagtod 
40,678 
30,537 
10,879 

114,944 

112,401 

6,013 
16,873 
56,721 

101,554 
32,874 
29,063 
10,408 
19,226 
19,656 
82,162 
23,326 
13,663 
35,044 
25,020 
29,186 
40,784 
85,072 


1,344,627 


TO DATE 

$ 2,893.49 
25,363.43 
19,167.00 
S228 38 
19,370.70 
9,466.91 
17,283.61 
36,114.34 
4,123.89 
15,000.00 
F414 00 
12,700.00 
11,734.96 
62,611.32 
46,113.91 


8,472.45 
18,005.14 
BES 29 17 

9,862.75 
10,604.77 

6,669.83 

8,750.00 

6,497.63 
2O SUG. 75, 
13,006.10 

7,400.00 
12,801.00 
PRS. S83 
14,249.38 


Fd L 9.1 


$ 595,548.15 


Operating Requirements of Synod 


February 
March 
April 


_ May 


June 

July 
August — 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 


Operating Statement 


Required, Feb. 1—March 1 
Received, Feb. 1—March 1 


Budget Deficit 


NEEDED 

» 1,183; 338983 
2,366,666.66 
3,550,000.00 
4,733,333.33 
5,916,666.66 
7,100,000.00 
§,283,34a755 
9,466,666.66 
10,650,000.00 
LP 833,555255 
13,016,666.66 
14,200,000.00 


1956 
$ 1,075,000.00 
538,124.87 


0 5536,8 fae 


RECEIVED 
$ 595,548.15 


1957 
md 183,.395.53 
595,548.15 


$ 587,785.18 


CHAS. E. GROERICH, ASSISTANT TREASURER 


Faith dedicates dollars for the world task of the church 
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A REALLY NEW book of 2UU Deligntiull 
Illustrated Devotions for Families with 
Children. Written to Make Home Devotio 


Noe 
H~ 


ft 


\ ae 


a Meaningful Family Affair. 


\.n any 
yee 


fi 
4 


. 


ay, 


By Allan H. Jahsmann and Martin P. Simon 


“Here, indeed, is a unique book of devotions 
for families with young children. While attracting 
their interest and participation, it also offers rich 
instruction for older children and adults. 


“There is nothing routine or formal about these 
devotions. They are full of warmth, dipped right 
out of life. Those of us whose children are grown 
could almost wish them young again in order to 


_ share these readings with them. 


“The authors are to be congratulated on their 
achievement, rarely equaled in the devotional lit- 
erature I have seen. The church has produced 
many prayer books for small children. This is one 
of the first devotional books to capture the interest 
of the child along with the parent and to relate this 


«eee 1 


358 S. Jefferson Ave. 
. Louis 18, Missouri 


ease send me: 


ame 


idress 


and Simon, @ $3.00 


I enclose $ 


| 
| 
——. 6W1055, LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD, by Jahsmann 
| 
| 
| 


interest to a discussion of the truths of Christian 
faith and’ life.” — Dr Oscar JE. Feucht, 


Each one of the devotions contains a Scripture 
verse to remember, some questions for conversa- 
tion, a Bible reading for mom and dad and the 
older children, and a prayer for the whole family. 
One hundred and thirty-four charming illustrations 
by Francis Hook enrich the book. 


Ideal for parents who want to bring up their 
children in the nurture of the Lord, but who need 
help in doing their part well. Lends itself to total 
family participation even where the children are 
small. Older children will enjoy reading this book. 


304 pages, 61% x 834, 134 illustrations. Full-color 
jacket and cloth cover. $3.00. Order No. 6W1055. 


Order through your Church Office, Church Dis. . 


play, or order directly on the coupon below. 


